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Republican vice presidential candidate. Rep. Paul Ryan, R-Wis. listens during a campaign event at Partnership for Defense Innovation 
in Fayetteville, N.C., Thursday, Aug. 23, 2012. 

(AP Photo/Sara D. Davis) 

GOP shifts debate from abortion to jobs 


Isaac Churns 
Toward Haiti 

DANICA COTO 
Associated Press 
SAN JUAN, Puerto Rico 
(AP) —Tropical Storm Isaac 
churned toward the Do¬ 
minican Republic and Haiti 
on Thursday, threatening to 
strengthen into a hurricane 
that could take a shot at 
Florida just as the Repub¬ 
licans gather for their na¬ 
tional convention. 



A fisherman walks home 
under cloudy skies along the 
shores of Santo Domingo, Do¬ 
minican Republic, Thursday, 
Aug. 23, 2012. 

(AP Photo/Manuel Diaz) 

The storm dumped heavy 
rain across eastern and 
southern Puerto Rico and 
whipped up waves as high 
as 10 feet (3 meters) in the 
Caribbean as it moved 
through the region. 

Continued on Page 3 


STEVEN R. HURST 
Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — Re¬ 


publican presidential chal¬ 
lenger Mitt Romney is try¬ 
ing to turn the campaign 
focus back to the econ¬ 
omy as he heads into the 
party nominating conven¬ 
tion next week, hoping to 
put behind him a difficult 
stretch that involved heat¬ 
ed debate on hot-button 
social issues where the par¬ 
ty is less than sure-footed. 
Reviving unfulfilled plans 
of presidents and presi¬ 
dential candidates dating 


back decades, Romney 
pledged to make the U.S., 
Canada and Mexico en¬ 
ergy independent by 2020. 
“This is not some pie in the 
sky kind of thing," Romney 
told voters in Hobbs, New 
Mexico, the heart of the 
southwestern state’s oil 
and gas industry. “This is a 
real achievable objective.” 
The shift to energy and 
jobs marked an obvious 
attempt to change the 
subject after Romney's 


campaign to unseat Presi¬ 
dent Barack Obama was 
badly knocked off stride this 
week. Romney was caught 
up in a national political 
storm over the remarks by a 
fellow Republican — a can¬ 
didate for the Senate from 
Missouri — about women’s 
bodies being able to pre¬ 
vent pregnancy in cases of 
“legitimate rape.” 


Continued on Page 3 
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Prosecution: Holmes made threats before rampage 



In this July 23, 2012 file photo, James E. Holmes appears in 
Arapahoe County District Court in Centennial, Colo. The former 
graduate student, accused in a deadly mass shooting at a 
Colorado movie theater, had been banned from his college 
after making threats and failing a key exam six weeks before 
the rampage, prosecutors said Thursday. 

(AP Photo, Pool) 


P. SOLOMON BANDA 
Associated Press 
CENTENNIAL, Colorado 
(AP) — The former gradu¬ 
ate student accused in a 
deadly mass shooting at 
a Colorado movie theater 
had been banned from 
his college after making 
threats and failing a key 
exam six weeks before the 
rampage, prosecutors said 
Thursday. 

The new claims against 
James Holmes emerged as 
part of efforts to convince a 
judge to allow the prosecu¬ 
tion access to 100 pages of 
education records subpoe¬ 
naed from the University of 
Colorado, Denver, where 
he had been a neurosci¬ 
ence doctoral candidate. 
The prosecutors' account 
presents a sharply different 
picture of Holmes' exit from 
the one provided by uni¬ 
versity officials in the days 
after the shooting. And a 
school spokeswoman said 


after the hearing that Hol¬ 
mes had not been banned. 
Holmes is accused of kill¬ 
ing 12 people and wound¬ 
ing 58 others in the July 20 
shooting during a midnight 


showing of the latest Bat¬ 
man movie. He has not is¬ 
sued a plea in the case and 
remains held without bail. 
Chief Deputy District Attor¬ 
ney Karen Pearson did not 


elaborate on the nature of 
the threats during the hear¬ 
ing, nor did she disclose 
where the information 
came from. 

The university turned over 
the documents last week, 
but Holmes' lawyers moved 
to keep them sealed. 
Pearson also told Judge 
William Sylvester that pro¬ 
fessors had urged Holmes 
to get into another profes¬ 
sion and said his lab work 
had been deteriorating. 
Defense lawyer Daniel King 
objected to the release 
of the records, calling the 
prosecution’s request a 
“fishing expedition that 
needs to be stopped.” 
University spokeswoman 
Jacque Montgomery, who 
did not go to the court 
hearing, disputed the pros¬ 
ecution’s characterization, 
but said Holmes’ access to 
restricted areas was can¬ 
celed because he left his 
graduate program in June. 


Prosecutors are seeking 
Holmes’ university appli¬ 
cation, his grades, course 
schedules, emails concern¬ 
ing Holmes, and anything 
concerning his termina¬ 
tion or withdrawal from the 
school. 

“What's going in the de¬ 
fendant's life at the time is 
extremely relevant to this 
case,” Pearson said. 

Holmes appeared more 
engaged in the hearing 
than previous court ap¬ 
pearances. His walk was 
more deliberate when he 
came in courtroom. Rather 
than staring blankly ahead, 
he looked at the judge for 
most of the hearing. 

Before a gag order was is¬ 
sued, the university said 
that campus police had 
no records on Holmes and 
that the student lost ac¬ 
cess to the school because 
he withdrew from the pro¬ 
gram, not because of 
threats. □ 
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GOP shifts debate from abortion to jobs 


Continued from front 


In a bid to distance them¬ 
selves from Rep. Todd Akin 
and his remarks, Romney, 
his vice presidential run¬ 
ning mate Rep. Paul Ryan 
and an assortment of top 
Republicans said the Sen¬ 
ate candidate should quit 
the race. Akin has refused 
to leave the contest and 
still has the support of a 
large sector of the evan¬ 
gelical Christian base in 
the Republican party. 

The uproar threatened 
to weaken Republican 
attempts to show a uni¬ 
fied front at their national 
convention that opens on 
Monday and will conclude 
with the formal nomination 
of Romney and Ryan later 
in the week. 

To stifle that threat, Ryan 
called for Akin to step 
aside even though the 
Missouri Republican was 
defending his stand that 
abortion should be illegal 
even in the case of rape. 
Ryan shares that view and 
like Akin, has repeatedly 
sought passage of legisla¬ 
tion in the House of Rep¬ 
resentatives that would 
outlaw abortion, even for 
victims of rape and incest. 
Romney, who backed 
abortion rights when he 
successfully ran for gov¬ 
ernor of Massachusetts, a 
moderate state, now op¬ 
poses the procedure but 
would leave it available 
in cases of rape, incest or 
to protect the life of the 
mother. 

Ryan issued a statement 
Wednesday saying Rom¬ 
ney's position would hold 
sway. 

As he tries to direct the de¬ 
bate elsewhere, Romney 


promoted energy propos¬ 
als Thursday aimed at cre¬ 
ating what he said would 
be more than 3 million 
new jobs. He also called 
for opening more areas for 
drilling off the coast of two 
politically critical states, Vir¬ 
ginia and North Carolina. 
That is part of the wealthy 
businessman-turned politi¬ 
cian’s plan for reviving the 
struggling U.S. economy. 
Those issues were seen as 


key to a potential Romney 
victory over Obama on 
Nov. 6. The incumbent’s 
campaign, however, has 
been successful this sum¬ 
mer in steering the debate 
away from the economy 
and toward questions 
about Romney's record 
as co-founder of the Bain 
Capital private equity firm 
from which he amassed 
a quarter-billion dollar for¬ 
tune. 


Obama also managed to 
distract from the lacklus¬ 
ter economy by focusing 
on Romney’s refusal to re¬ 
lease more than two years 
of his federal income tax 
records, raising questions 
about what percentage of 
his income the Republican 
candidate actually paid to 
the government. 

More recently, before the 
storm over Akin's remarks, 
both sides in the race were 


battling each other over 
other social issues like wel¬ 
fare to the poor and gov¬ 
ernment-sponsored Medi¬ 
care health insurance for 
Americans over age 65. 
Romney has signed on to 
a Ryan plan that would 
turn the program into one 
in which the government 
gave Medicare-eligible 
Americans a fixed payment 
to help in buying insurance 
from private companiesO 


Isaac heads for DR, Haiti, threatens Florida 



A couple sit on a bench under cloudy skies along the shore of Santo Domingo, Dominican Republic, Thursday, Aug. 23, 2012. Tropi¬ 
cal Storm Isaac churned toward the Dominican Republic and Haiti on Thursday, threatening to strengthen into a hurricane. 

(AP Photo/Manuel Diaz) 


Continued from front 

U.S. forecasters said Isaac 
could become a Category 
1 hurricane Friday as it ap¬ 
proaches the island of His¬ 
paniola, which is shared by 
the Dominican Republic 
and Haiti. It was expected 
to weaken a little while 
crossing over Haiti and the 
eastern two-thirds of Cuba. 
The storm was projected 
to head toward Florida as 
a hurricane by Monday, 
but the U.S. National Hurri¬ 
cane Center in Miami said 


some forecast models pre¬ 
dict it could go farther west 
into the Gulf of Mexico, 
so “significant uncertainty 
remains about the threat 
Isaac poses to Florida.” 
Isaac was centered 210 
miles (340) kilometers 
southeast of Santo Domin¬ 
go, Dominican Republic, 
Thursday evening, and its 
maximum sustained winds 
had strengthened a bit 
to 45 mph (75 kph). It was 
moving west-northwest at 
16 mph (26 kph), accord¬ 
ing to the hurricane center. 
Haitian Prime Minister Lau¬ 


rent Lamothe urged peo¬ 
ple to avoid crossing rivers 
and to tape their windows, 
and said they should ask 
relatives overseas to wire 
money so they can stock 
up on food and water. 
Above all, he said, it was 
important to stay calm. 
“Panic creates more prob¬ 
lems,” he said. 

Lamothe and other offi¬ 
cials in Haiti, which is prone 
to flooding, said that the 
government has set aside 
about $50,000 in emer¬ 
gency funds and that it 
had buses and 32 boats on 


standby for evacuations. 
While Haiti’s government 
spent the day preparing 
for Isaac, others did not be¬ 
cause they didn’t have the 
means. The notion of prep¬ 
aration in a country where 
the bulk of the population 
gets by on about $2 a day 
was met with a shrug. 

“We don’t have houses 
that can bear a hurricane,” 
said Jeanette Lauredan, 
who lives in a tent camp 
in the crowded Delmas 
district of Port-au-Prince, 
stretching out her arms in 
concern. □ 
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As big donors retreat Akin needs small handouts 


By DAVID A. LIEB 
Associated Press 
JEFFERSON CITY, Mo. (AP) 
— Abandoned by deep- 
pocketed national groups, 
Missouri Rep. Todd Akin is 
passing a collection plate 
among his remaining sup¬ 
porters, asking for a few 
dollars at a time in hopes of 
sustaining a Senate cam¬ 
paign threatened by his 
remarks about women’s 
bodies and “legitimate 
rape.” 

Akin claimed Thursday to 
have taken in more than 
$100,000 during a two-day 
online fundraising drive 
that he portrayed as a 
grassroots effort to circum¬ 
vent “party bosses” who 
demanded that he drop 
out. But the six-term con¬ 
gressman will need much 
more than that to replenish 
a campaign account al¬ 
ready diminished by a hotly 
contested primary. 

“It’s very difficult, when you 
have the limited base we 
have in Missouri, to send 
emails out asking for $3 at 
a time,” said Pat Thomas, 
secretary of the Missouri 
Republican State Commit¬ 
tee who has worked as a 
coordinator for numerous 
candidates. “I don’t know 
how to build a war chest to 
do that.” 

Akin now has to go for¬ 
ward without the firepow¬ 
er of well-funded political 
groups that had planned 
to pummel Democratic 
Sen. Claire McCaskill with 
negative television ads. 

If his money runs dry, Akin 
could confront a difficult 
choice: whether to end 
his candidacy or adopt a 
bare-bones strategy rely¬ 


ing on social media and 
socially conservative activ¬ 
ists to counter the millions 
of dollars of mass media 
advertising expected from 
McCaskill and her allies. 
First, Akin has to repair his 
reputation with fellow con¬ 
servatives and, according 


to Thomas, “get back to 
the point where people 
think you're credible.” 
Federal records show Akin 
has purchased enough air 
time to run apology ads in 
Missouri’s biggest TV mar¬ 
kets through at least Mon¬ 
day. Although his cam¬ 


paign has not disclosed 
how much he is spending, 
ad trackers for his Demo¬ 
cratic opposition describe 
it as a $277,000 effort. 

He’s also working to mend 
fences. On Thursday, Akin 
attended a meeting of the 
conservative Council for 


National Policy in Tampa, 
Fla., site of the Republi¬ 
can National Convention, 
which he has agreed not 
to attend. He tweeted that 
his Wednesday fundraising 
goal had been met. 
“Thousands of people 
stepped up and helped 


us raise over $100,000! The 
message is clear ... voters 
should pick candidates, 
not party bosses,” Akin said. 
He then sent out a new 
fundraising email asking 
supporters to chip in $5 to¬ 
ward a goal of raising an 
additional $25,000. Earlier 
in the week, he pleaded 
for $3 donations. 

Former Republican presi¬ 
dential candidate Mike 
Huckabee issued a fund¬ 
raising plea for Akin on 
Thursday, accusing the “Re¬ 
publican establishment” of 
a “carefully orchestrated 
and systematic attack.” If 
the national GOP and the 
political action committees 
won’t help Akin “get us to 
the majority, then we'll do it 
without them,” Huckabee 
wrote. 

Akin campaign spokes¬ 
man Ryan Hite declined to 
say exactly how much has 
been raised by the online 
contributions, but he said 
they were just part of Akin's 
fundraising strategy, which 
still includes efforts to get 
larger donations from more 
traditional sources. 

Akin's campaign has not 
revealed how much mon¬ 
ey it has left. Before Mis¬ 
souri’s primary, financial 
papers showed he had 
a little over $530,000 as of 
July 18. But he has spent 
steadily on ads since then. 
The next quarterly report is 
not due until Oct. 15, bare¬ 
ly three weeks before the 
general election. 

After winning the primary. 
Akin gained quick backing 
from national Republican 
and conservative groups 
focused on ousting Mc¬ 
Caskill. □ 


27 charged 
in California- 
Mexico meth 
operations 

LOS ANGELES (AP) — More 
than two dozen people 
have been indicted for 
their roles in a cross-border 
drug ring that sent meth- 
amphetamine to Southern 
California from Mexico, au¬ 
thorities said Thursday. 
Sixteen of 27 people who 
all face drug conspiracy 
charges were arrested 
Thursday as part of a 
16-month investigation. If 
convicted, they each face 
a minimum 10-year prison 
term, while those who were 
charged with other drug- 
related counts could face 
up to life behind bars. 

The ring involved members 
of the La Familia Michoa- 
can drug clan and mem¬ 
bers of two Latino gangs 
in Southern California, 
authorities said. Metham- 
phetamine was imported 
in an unfinished or liquid 
state and then was re-crys- 
tallized, known as “icing,” 
investigators said. In most 
cases, the drug was 99 per¬ 
cent pure. Jose Juan Gar¬ 
cia Barron, 33, of Ontario 
controlled the shipments 
made by planes, boats 
and vehicles crossing the 
U.S.-Mexican border, au¬ 
thorities said. The drug was 
sold in Los Angeles County 
by gang members or their 
associates who gave some 
of the proceeds to the 
Mexican Mafia for protec¬ 
tion, authorities said. 

Also on Thursday, the Drug 
Enforcement Administra¬ 
tion said it will bolster in¬ 
telligence sharing and 
other efforts to curb ille¬ 
gal methamphetamine 
productionO 



Senate candidate Rep. Todd Akin, R-Missouri, waves to the 
crowd while introduced at a senate candidate forum dur¬ 
ing a Republican conference in Kansas City, Mo. Abandoned 
by deep-pocketed national groups, Missouri Rep. Todd Akin is 
passing a collection plate among his remaining supporters, ask¬ 
ing for a few dollars at a time in hopes of sustaining a Senate 
campaign threatened by his remarks about women’s bodies 
and “legitimate rape.” 

(AP Photo/Orlin Wagner) 
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US: Missile defense for NKorea threat, not China 


M. PENNINGTON 
Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — The 

United States is in discus¬ 
sions with close ally Japan 
about expanding a missile 
defense system in Asia, the 
top U.S. general said Thurs¬ 
day. 

Gen. Martin Dempsey, 
chairman of the Joint Chiefs 
of Staff, was commenting 
on a Wall Street Journal 
report that the U.S. is dis¬ 
cussing positioning an early 
warning radar in southern 
Japan, supplementing 
one already in place in the 
country's north, to contain 
threats from North Korea 
and to counter China’s mili¬ 
tary. 

The State Department, 
however, said the missile 
defense system is not di¬ 
rected against China. 
Dempsey said no decisions 


have been reached on ex¬ 
panding the radar. 

“But it’s certainly a topic 
of conversation because 
missile defense is impor¬ 
tant to both of our nations,” 
Dempsey told reporters at 
the start of a meeting with 
his visiting Japanese coun¬ 
terpart, Gen. Shigeru Iwa- 
saki, at the Pentagon. 
Japan has worked closely 
with the U.S. for several 
years on missile defense, 
and has both land- and 
sea-based missile launch¬ 
ers. 

North Korea’s ballistic mis¬ 
siles are considered a threat 
to security in the Asia-Pacif¬ 
ic region because of the 
risk of conflict erupting on 
the divided and heavily mil¬ 
itarized Korean peninsula, 
and because of the secre¬ 
tive North’s nuclear weap¬ 
ons program. The long- 


range rockets it is devel¬ 
oping have been test-fired 
over Japan and potentially 
could reach the U.S. 


The North conducted its 
latest long-range rocket 
launch in April, defying a 
U.N. ban. The North said the 


launch was intended to 
send an observation satel¬ 
lite into space but it drew 
international condemna¬ 
tion as the rocket technol¬ 
ogy is similar to that used 
for ballistic missiles. The 
rocket disintegrated soon 
after takeoff. U.S. defense 
planners are also con¬ 
cerned about China’s mili¬ 
tary buildup, including its 
missile capabilities. The U.S. 
wants to enhance its long¬ 
standing military presence 
in the region as part of a re¬ 
balancing of its forces after 
a decade of fighting in Af¬ 
ghanistan and Iraq. China 
views this as part of a strat¬ 
egy to contain its rise. 

The State Department 
said the U.S. is taking a 
phased approach to mis¬ 
sile defense in Asia, as it is 
in Europe and the Middle 
EastO 



Japan's Self Defense Forces Chief of Joint Staff Gen. Shigeru 
Iwasaki, and Joint Chiefs Chairman Gen. Martin Dempsey 
speaks to reporters at the Pentagon, Thursday, August 23, 2012. 

(AP Photo/Manuel Balce Ceneta) 
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Lennon's killer denied parole for 7th time 


MICHAEL VIRTANEN 
Associated Press 
ALBANY, New York (AP) 

— John Lennon’s killer 
has been denied release 
from prison in his seventh 
appearance before a 
parole board. 

Mark David Chapman, 
57, was denied parole 
after a hearing Wednes¬ 
day, the state Depart¬ 
ment of Corrections said 
Thursday. The transcript 
of his latest hearing 
wasn’t immediately re¬ 
leased. 

Chapman shot Lennon in 
December 1980 outside 
the Manhattan apart¬ 
ment building where the 
former Beatle lived. He 
was sentenced in 1981 
to 20 years to life in pris¬ 
on after pleading guilty 
to second-degree mur¬ 
der. The musician, singer 
and songwriter was 40. 
“Despite your positive 
efforts while incarcer¬ 
ated, your release at this 
time would greatly un¬ 
dermine respect for the 
law and tend to trivial¬ 
ize the tragic loss of life 
which you caused as a 
result of this heinous, un¬ 
provoked, violent, cold 
and calculated crime,” 



In this 1975 file photo, Mark 
David Chapman is seen at 
Fort Chaffee near Fort Smith, 
Ark. Chapman, John Lennon's 
killer, has been denied 
release from prison in his 
seventh appearance before a 
parole board. (AP Photo/Greg 
Lyuan) 

board member Sally 
Thompson wrote. 
Chapman can try again 
for parole in two years. 

He was transferred in 
May from the Attica Cor¬ 
rectional Facility to the 
nearby Wende Correc¬ 
tional Facility. Both are 
maximum security. 

The prison system doesn’t 
disclose why inmates are 
transferred. 

At his previous hear¬ 
ing, Chapman recalled 
that he had considered 


shooting Johnny Carson 
or Elizabeth Taylor in¬ 
stead and said he chose 
Lennon because he was 
more accessible, that 
his apartment building 
by Central Park “wasn’t 
quite as cloistered.” 
Chapman fired five 
shots outside the Dakota 
apartment building on 
Dec. 8, 1980, hitting Len¬ 
non four times in front of 
his wife, Yoko Ono, and 
others. 

The former security 
guard said his motivation 
was instant notoriety but 
that he later realized he 
made a horrible decision 
for selfish reasons. 

“I felt that by killing John 
Lennon I would become 
somebody and instead 
of that I became a mur¬ 
derer, and murderers are 
not somebodies,” Chap¬ 
man told the board two 
years ago. 

Ono, 79, had said two 
years ago that she was 
trying to be “practi¬ 
cal” in asking that her 
husband’s killer remain 
behind bars. She said 
Chapman might be a 
danger to her, other 
family members and 
perhaps even himself. □ 


First lady meets Sikh victims’ families 


DINESH RAMDE 
Associated Press 
MILWAUKEE (AP) — First 
lady Michelle Obama is 
meeting with families of 
those killed and wound¬ 
ed earlier this month 
when a white suprema¬ 
cist opened fire at a Sikh 
temple in Wisconsin. 
Temple official Kulwant 
Singh Dhaliwal says 


Obama offered her sym¬ 
pathies Thursday for the 
Aug. 5 tragedy. 

He says her appearance 
is a “wonderful gesture." 
She met with families in a 
hallway of the Oak Creek 
high school. 

Dahaliwal says Sikhs have 
taken comfort in the 
knowledge the shoot¬ 


ing has at least helped 
them educate the world 
about their religion. 
Amardeep Kaleka is the 
son of the temple presi¬ 
dent, one of six people 
killed. 

Kaleka says his father is 
educating more people 
about Sikhism in death 
than he could in life.Q 


Ex-US ambassador Crocker 
arrested over hit-and-run 


GENE JOHNSON 
NICHOLAS K. GERANIOS 
Associated Press 

SPOKANE, Washington 
(AP) — Ryan Crocker, the 
former U.S. ambassador 
to Iraq and Afghanistan, is 
facing hit-and-run and in¬ 
toxicated driving charges, 
authorities said Thursday. 
Crocker, who was long one 
of the top U.S. diplomats 
and a recipient of the Presi¬ 
dential Medal of Freedom, 
was arrested Aug. 14 in 
Washington state. Trooper 
Troy Briggs said. He regis¬ 
tered a 160 blood-alcohol 
content — twice the legal 
limit — and a .152 in suc¬ 
cessive breath tests when 
was arrested in Spokane 
Valley, Briggs said. 

Crocker, who was driving 
a 2009 Ford Mustang con¬ 
vertible, was stopped in 
the left lane at a red light. 
And when the light turned 
green, he tried to turn right 
across the path of the semi 
in the right lane, Briggs said. 
The vehicles collided and 
Crocker's car spun out, but 
he kept driving, Briggs said. 
A witness followed him to 
a nearby bank and called 
police. 

“He was very cooperative 
but obviously intoxicated,” 
Briggs said. 

Crocker pleaded not guilty 
in court the next day, KXLY- 
TV reported. His lawyer, Ju¬ 
lie Twyford, did not immedi¬ 
ately return a call or email 
from The Associated Press 
on Thursday. 

Crocker retired from the 
foreign service last month 
after serving three decades 
in some of the world’s most 
dangerous hotspots, most 
recently Afghanistan. 

An Arabic speaker and 



Former United States 
Ambassador to the Republic 
of Iraq, Ryan Crocker. 
(Handout Photo) 


six-time ambassador, he 
came out of an earlier re¬ 
tirement last year to take 
the helm of the embassy at 
President Barack Obama’s 
request. This year, Crocker 
announced he was retiring 
due to a serious health is¬ 
sue that he previously had 
while ambassador to Iraq. 
He also ran embassies in 
Iraq, Pakistan, Kuwait, Leb¬ 
anon and Syria. 

Crocker was in Beirut when 
the U.S. Embassy there was 
blown up in 1983, killing 63 
people, including 17 Ameri¬ 
cans. His residence in Syria 
was ransacked by a mob 
when he was ambassador 
there in 1998, and insur¬ 
gents attacked the embas¬ 
sy in Kabul last September 
during Crocker's service 
there. 

He served as ambassador 
to Iraq from 2007 through 
2009. Bush awarded him 
the Presidential Medal of 
Freedom, the highest civil¬ 
ian honor. 

Crocker has been on leave 
from his position as dean of 
the Bush School of Govern¬ 
ment and Public Service at 
Texas A&M University. 

His next court appearance 
is scheduled for September 
12. □ 
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Impasse over beard spurs debate in Fort Hood case 


MANNY FERNANDEZ 
© 2012 New York Times 
AUSTIN, Texas - Inside his 
cell at the Bell County jail, 
Maj. Nidal Malik Hasan 
said he had a premonition 
months ago: He was going 
to die soon. 

More than two years after 
being accused of killing 
13 people and wounding 
32 others at Fort Hood in 
Killeen in November 2009, 
Hasan, a U.S.-born Muslim of 
Palestinian descent, told his 
defense lawyers that he be¬ 
gan growing a beard in an¬ 
ticipation of his death. The 
reason he does not want to 
die without a beard is that 
he believes not having a 
beard is a sin, according to 
court documents. 

Hasan’s decision to grow 
a beard - a seemingly triv¬ 
ial matter as he faces the 
death penalty if convicted 
of one of the worst mass 
shootings at a U.S. military 
base - has raised legal 
questions for the Army and 
given him a brief courtroom 
victory, after a military ap¬ 
peals court last week de¬ 
layed the start of his trial so 
it could examine the issue. 
Hasan's defense team, in¬ 
cluding a Muslim imam who 
is an Army chaplain, said he 
grew a beard based on a 
“sincere, personal religious 
conviction." But Army pros¬ 
ecutors see it differently, 
describing it as an attempt 
to prevent witnesses from 
identifying him at his trial 
and arguing that he was 


clean-shaven through¬ 
out his military career. The 
judge overseeing the case 
has taken another view, 
calling the beard a disrup¬ 
tion to the court proceed¬ 
ings and telling Hasan that 
he will be forcibly shaved if 
he does not do so voluntari¬ 
ly. The judge, Col. Gregory 
A. Gross, has said that his 
decision on the beard had 
nothing to do with Hasan's 
intentions in growing it but 
with maintaining decorum 


in the courtroom and en¬ 
suring that the suspect fol¬ 
lowed regulations. Army 
personal appearance 
policies prohibit soldiers 
from having beards and 
goatees, although neatly 
trimmed mustaches are al¬ 
lowed. 

“I have no reason to doubt 


the reason that he’s grow¬ 
ing the beard,” Gross said 
at a pretrial hearing, ac¬ 
cording to court docu¬ 
ments. “However, it doesn’t 
matter. The rules are the 
rules. They apply to every¬ 
body.” 

The judge’s strict approach 
to the Army standards is not 
unusual. Army officials take 
the issue seriously, granting 
only a handful of soldiers 
exemptions to the beard 
regulations based on their 


religious beliefs. 

Since October 2009, six sol¬ 
diers have been allowed 
to grow beards: two Mus¬ 
lim doctors, three Sikhs 
and an Orthodox Jewish 
rabbi, Army officials said. 
Before 2009, an exemption 
was granted to a white- 
bearded rabbi, Col. Jacob 



Army Col. Jacob Z. Goldstein, a rabbi and chaplain, who is one 
of the few service member to be exempted from the military’s 
no-beard regulations. Maj. Nidal Malik Hasan, accused of the 
Fort Hood killings, grew a beard in anticipation of dying, his law¬ 
yers say, and believes he will be sinning if he dies clean-shaven. 
(Capt. Carlos Agosto/US Army Reserve via The New York Times) 
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Z. Goldstein, 65, who was 
the senior chaplain for all 
military branches at ground 
zero after the attacks on 
the World Trade Center on 
Sept. 11,2001. 

Hasan’s request for a re¬ 
ligious exemption was re¬ 
jected in June. Army lead¬ 
ers at the Pentagon denied 
the request out of “military 
necessity,” citing concerns 
with morale and unit co¬ 
hesion, according to court 
documents filed by his de¬ 
fense lawyers. 

If the appeals court allows 
Gross to have Hasan forc¬ 
ibly shaved, he will not be 
the first Army soldier to un¬ 
dergo such a procedure. 


Army correctional policies 
allow prisoners who refuse 
to comply with the groom¬ 
ing standards to be re¬ 
strained and shaved. The 
regulations state that elec¬ 
tric clippers are to be used 
and that the prisoner “may 
be restrained with the rea¬ 
sonable force necessary to 
administer the appropriate 
action.” 

Typically, the so-called use- 
of-force team includes five 
military police officers who 
restrain the prisoner, a med¬ 
ical expert to attend to any 
injuries and a video camera 
operator who records the 
entire event, Army officials 
said. □ 
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Hollande, Merkel meet amid dismal Eurozone data 


MELISSA EDDY 
JACK EWING 
DAVID JOLLY 
© 2012 New York Times 

BERLIN - Returning to busi¬ 
ness after their summer 
breaks, the German and 
French leaders met here 
Thursday to discuss the con¬ 
tinuing crisis in the eurozone, 
even as fresh economic 
data reinforced fears that 
the region was sliding into 
recession. 

“I feel as though I have nev¬ 
er left you,” the French pres¬ 
ident, Francois Hollande, 
told the German chancel¬ 


lor, Angela Merkel, as the 
two addressed reporters 
ahead of a dinner meet¬ 
ing where Greece's fiscal 
problems were the pressing 
issue. Antonis Samaras, the 
Greek prime minister, will be 
visiting Merkel on Friday be¬ 
fore moving on to Paris for a 
meeting Saturday morning 
with Hollande. 

In the days leading up to the 
meeting Thursday, Merkel's 
office sought to play down 
expectations that it would 
produce clear-cut direc¬ 
tion, and analysts said they 
did not expect the leaders 
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Germany’s Chancellor Angela Merkel, left, and France's 
President Francois Hollande arrive for a statement prior to a 
meeting at the chancellery in Berlin, Thursday, Aug. 23, 2012. 
The leaders of Germany and France are stressing that it’s up to 
Greece to keep pursuing painful reforms as it strives to keep 
its place in the euro. Chancellor Angela Merkel and President 
Francois Hollande met on Thursday before both hold talks 
over the next two days with Greece's new prime minister, 
Antonis Samaras. 

(AP Photo/Markus Schreiber) 


to make any new propos¬ 
als. Instead, the aim ap¬ 
peared to present a unit¬ 
ed front before the Ger¬ 
man and French leaders’ 
respective meetings with 
Samaras. 

“They want to show that 
Germany and France are 
not as different as they are 


believed to be,” said Claire 
Demesmay, a political 
analyst with the German 
Council on Foreign Rela¬ 
tions in Berlin. “It is about 
communication and send¬ 
ing a strong message, not 
only to Greece, but also to 
the markets.” 

In their comments to re¬ 


porters, Hollande and Merkel 
also said they would discuss 
how best to implement a 
plan laid out in June for a 
stronger, Europe-wide bank¬ 
ing regulator, a proposal 
that in some circles is consid¬ 
ered a major breakthrough 
in efforts to resolve the Euro¬ 
pean debt crisis. 

“We support going farther 
and faster with banking su¬ 
pervision with the European 
Council,” Hollande said. 
“Germany and France want 
to give these guidelines sub¬ 
stance." 

Ahead of his own visit to Ber¬ 
lin, Samaras has lobbied for 
an easing of the terms inter¬ 
national lenders imposed on 
the government in Athens 
in return for two huge bail¬ 
outs. Among other things, 
Samaras is seeking a two- 
year extension of aid repay¬ 
ment schedules, pointing to 
the depression-level eco¬ 
nomic contraction Greece 
is experiencing as a result 
of the austerity measures 
the government has had to 
enforce. □ 


Suspect held in Merkel motorcade attack 


CORNELIU RUSNAC 
Associated Press 
CHISINAU, Moldova (AP) — 

Police in Moldova have de¬ 
tained a 23-year-old man 
suspected of lobbing an 
incendiary device toward 
the motorcade of visiting 
German Chancellor Ange¬ 
la Merkel. 

The Interior Ministry said 
Thursday that the object 
flew over the car of Prime 
Minister Vlad Filat, who was 
returning to Chisinau after a 
trip with Merkel to the coun¬ 


try’s famous Cricova wine 
cellars. 

No one was injured in 
Wednesday’s incident. Au¬ 
thorities have not specified 
what the device was, but 
said it did not explode de¬ 
spite being on fire. 
Eyewitnesses quoted by 
Prime TV said the device 
landed “tens of meters” 
(yards) from Merkel’s car, 
something police refused 
to comment on. 

Police later said that the 
suspect was not connected 
to a terrorist organization. 


They said he had a previous 
criminal record but did not 
provide further details. 
Merkel was in a bullet-proof 
limousine and security was 
tight during the trip. 

She became the first Ger¬ 
man chancellor to visit Mol¬ 
dova, a nation of 4.1 mil¬ 
lion, and expressed support 
for reforms there. 

Moldova’s government is 
increasingly aligning itself 
with the European Union, 
but Russia still retains in¬ 
fluence in the ex-Soviet 
republic.^ 
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Paris backs Syria no-fly zone as fighting rages 


By BASSEM MROUE 
Associated Press 
BEIRUT (AP) — France sig¬ 
naled Thursday that it was 
prepared to take part in en¬ 
forcing a partial no-fly zone 
over Syria, piling pressure 
on President Bashar Assad’s 
embattled regime as it 
widens a major offensive 
against rebels in Damascus 
and surrounding areas. 
French Defense Minister 
Jean-Yves Le Drian urged 
the international commu¬ 
nity to consider backing a 
no-fly zone over parts of Syr¬ 
ia, but cautioned that clos¬ 
ing the Arab nation’s entire 
air space would be tanta¬ 
mount to “going to war" 
and require a willing inter¬ 
national coalition that does 
not yet exist. 

He told France 24 television 
that Paris would participate 
in a full no-fly operation if it 
followed international legal 
principles. But for now, he 
suggested that a partial clo¬ 
sure — which U.S. Secretary 
of State Hillary Clinton said 
Washington was consider¬ 
ing — should be studied. 


Syria’s chief backer, Rus¬ 
sia, meanwhile, said it was 
working closely with the 
Damascus government to 
ensure that its arsenal of 
chemical weapons stays 
under firm control and has 
won promises that it will 
not be used or moved. 

In Syria, troops backed 
by tanks and helicopters 
broke into the Damascus 
suburb of Daraya, the 
scene of intense fighting 
over the last two days. 
At least 18 people were 
killed. 

Across the country, at least 
100 people died Thursday 
in shelling and clashes, 
according to the Britain- 
based Syrian Observatory 
for Human Rights and the 
Local Coordination Com¬ 
mittees. 

The bloodshed coincided 
with the departure from 
the Syrian capital of the 
last of the United Nations 
military observers after 
their mission failed. The ob¬ 
servers were part of a six- 
point peace plan by out¬ 
going envoy Kofi Annan. 
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As the country slides deep¬ 
er into civil war, activist 
groups now routinely report 
the deaths of anywhere 
between 100 and 250 peo¬ 
ple on a daily basis, but it is 
virtually impossible to verify 


these figures. 

Residents of Damascus 
said troops were bombing 
Daraya and nearby Moad- 
amiyeh from the Qasioun 


mountain overlooking Da¬ 
mascus. 

“It's just another regular 
day in Damascus,” said a 
resident of the city of 1.7 
million, who spoke on con¬ 
dition of anonymity for fear 


of reprisals. “I woke up to 
the sound of explosions and 
it hasn't stopped since." 

In the eastern part of the 
country, Syrian rebels 


fought with regime troops 
in the town of al-Bukamal, 
across the border from the 
Iraqi town of Qaim. 

The border crossing has 
been in rebel hands since 
last month, but wresting 
control of al-Bukamal itself 
from regime troops would 
expand the opposition 
foothold along the frontier. 
The opposition already 
controls a wide swath of 
territory along the border 
with Turkey in the north, as 
well as pockets along the 
frontier with Jordan to the 
south and Lebanon to the 
west. Together, they have 
proven key to ferrying peo¬ 
ple and supplies into and 
out of the country. 

Rebels have been fighting 
troops for days in al-Buka- 
mal and early Thursday 
took over several check¬ 
points, the main police 
station and the local com¬ 
mand of the Political Secu¬ 
rity Directorate, one of Syr¬ 
ia’s powerful intelligence 
agencies, according to 
Rami Abdul-Rahman, who 
heads the Observatory,Q 



French President Francois Hollande, left, welcome Syrian oppo¬ 
sition leader of the National Council Abdelbaset Sieda at the 
Elysee Palace, Tuesday, Aug. 21, 2012. France signaled Thurs¬ 
day that it was prepared to take part in enforcing a partial no- 
fly zone over Syria, piling pressure on President Bashar Assad's 
embattled regime as it widens a major offensive against rebels 
in Damascus and surrounding areas. 

(AP Photo/Michel Euler) 
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World Briefs 


Dutch immigration minister 
shows new border cameras 

THE HAGUE, Netherlands (AP) — The Dutch immigration 
minister has shown off the government's new system of 
cameras posted at border crossings with Germany and 
Belgium that he says will help clamp down on crime like 
drug and people smuggling and illegal immigration. How¬ 
ever the new surveillance system has raised concerns 
among privacy activists. The European Commission says 
that, based on information provided by Dutch authorities, 
the surveillance does not appear to breach the Schen¬ 
gen agreement governing freedom of movement within 
the 27-nation bloc and does not amount to a reintroduc¬ 
tion of border controls. However, the commission says it will 
monitor the use of the cameras, which are posted at 15 
highway border crossings. □ 

Al-Qc da says responsible 
for attacks in Western Iraq 

BAGHDAD (AP) — Al-Qaida's front group in Iraq has 
claimed responsibility for dozens of deadly attacks in the 
Sunni-dominated western Anbar province this summer. 
The Islamic State of Iraq said in a statement Thursday that 
it was behind a wave of 43 attacks that included road¬ 
side bombings, sticky bombs, mortars and rockets, booby 
trapped houses and shootings against Iraqi security forc¬ 
es, pro-government elements and military bases. 

The statement, which appeared on a militant website, 
says the attacks took place from late June until the sec¬ 
ond half of July, leaving scores of dead and injured. 

Iraq's security forces and government offices are top 
targets for insurgents seeking to undermine the Shiite-led 
government’s authority,Q 


China tough on Tokyo; reins in activism 


DIDI TANG 
Associated Press 
BEIJING (AP) — Wu Qing- 
jun is no dissident. In fact, 
this activist's pet issue — 
China's claim over a set of 
islands controlled by Japan 
— aligns him squarely with 
Beijing’s government. But 
that didn’t stop authorities 
from sending four agents to 
tail him. As Beijing continues 
a tense war of words with 
Tokyo over a set of islands 
in the East China Sea, it is 
quietly reining in anti-Jap¬ 
anese activists at home, 
trying to keep them from 
staging protests that could 
threaten relations with To¬ 
kyo or even backfire into 
criticisms of China’s com¬ 
munist government. 

The government's sensitiv¬ 
ity over protests that took 
place in several Chinese 
cities on Sunday over the 
set of islands — known as Di- 
aoyu in China and Senkaku 
in Japan — reflects its per¬ 
petual fear that allowing its 
people too much freedom 
to hold protests — any pro¬ 
tests — could snowball into 
domestic dissidence. 

The four state security 
agents sent to watch over 
Wu ahead of a planned 



A man takes photos of 
an overturned Japanese 
car with his mobile phone 
after an anti-Japan protest 
in Shenzhen, China's 
Guangdong Province. 

(AP Photo/Vincent Yu) 

protest in his hometown of 
Changsha in southern Chi¬ 
na tailed him for 24 hours, 
ended their surveillance 
only after the protest was 
well over. He was thwarted 
in his plan to deliver calci¬ 
um pills to the local military 
base in a gesture aimed at 
telling his government to 
show more fortitude in the 
dispute. 

“They need to have a stron¬ 
ger backbone,” Wu said. 
“Our government has failed 


to protect its own interests.” 
Veteran activists involved 
in previous anti-Japanese 
campaigns say police have 
prevented them from tak¬ 
ing part in protests in sev¬ 
eral Chinese cities this past 
week and that they remain 
under watch. The govern¬ 
ment has warned boat 
captains not to take any 
campaigners to the islands, 
where likeminded Chinese 
from Hong Kong landed 
on Aug. 15 in a move that 
raised diplomatic tensions. 
Beijing is especially averse 
to activism ahead of a gen¬ 
erational handover of pow¬ 
er in the Communist Party 
later this year, and dislikes 
being portrayed as soft in 
defending Chinese territo¬ 
rial interests. 

Territorial disputes are com¬ 
mon among East and 
Southeast Asian nations as 
they vie for control of fish¬ 
ing grounds and natural 
resources. South Korean 
President Lee Myung-bak 
recently angered Japan by 
visiting a disputed island in 
the Sea of Japan claimed 
by both, prompting Japa¬ 
nese Prime Minister Yoshi- 
hiko Noda to send Lee a 
letter of protest.Q 
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Feared Mexican Zetas Leader Z-40 now top target 


E. EDUARDO CASTILLO 
MARK STEVENSON 
The Associated Press 
MEXICO CITY (AP) — A 

split in the leadership of 
Mexico's violent Zetas 
cartel has led to the rise 
of Miguel Angel Trevino 
Morales, a man so feared 
that one rival has called 
for a grand alliance to 
confront a gang chief 
blamed for a new round 
of bloodshed in the coun¬ 
try’s once relatively tran¬ 
quil central states. 

Trevino, a former cartel 
enforcer who apparent¬ 
ly has seized leadership 
of the gang from Zetas 
founder Heriberto Lazca- 
no Lazcano, is described 
by lawmen and compet¬ 
ing drug capos as a bru¬ 
tal assassin who favors 
getting rid of foes by stuff¬ 
ing them into oil drums, 
dousing them with gaso¬ 
line and setting them on 
fire, a practice known as 
a “guiso,” or “cook-out”. 
Law enforcement offi¬ 
cials confirm that Trevino 
appears to have taken 
effective control of the 
Zetas, the hemisphere’s 
most violent criminal or¬ 
ganization, which has 


been blamed for a large 
share of the tens of thou¬ 
sands of deaths in Mexico’s 
war on drugs, though other 
gangs too have repeated¬ 
ly committed mass slayings. 
“There was a lot of talk that 
he was pushing really hard 
on Lazcano Lazcano and 
was basically taking over 
the Zetas, because he had 
the personality, he was the 
guy who was out there ba¬ 
sically fighting in the streets 
with the troops,” said Jere 
Miles, a Zetas expert and 
U.S. Immigration and Cus¬ 
toms Enforcement special 
agent who was posted in 
Mexico until last year. 
“Lazcano Lazcano, at the 
beginning he was kind of 
happy just to sit back and 
let Trevino do this, but I 
don’t think he understood 
how that works in the crimi¬ 
nal underworld,” Miles said. 
“When you allow someone 


to take that much power, 
and get out in front like 
that, pretty soon the peo¬ 
ple start paying loyalty to 
him and they quit paying 
to Lazcano.” 

The rise has so alarmed 
at least one gang chief¬ 
tain that he has called for 
gangs, drug cartels, civic 
groups and even the gov¬ 
ernment to form a united 
front to fight Trevino Mo¬ 
rales, known as “Z-40,” 
whom he blamed for most 
of Mexico’s violence. 

“Let's unite and form a 
common front against 
the Zetas, and particularly 
against Z-40, Miguel Angel 
Trevino Morales, because 
this person with his unbri¬ 
dled ambition has caused 
so much terror and confu¬ 
sion in our country,” said a 
man identified as Servan- 
do Gomez, leader of the 
Knights Templar cartel, in a 



This undated image taken 
from the Mexican Attorney 
General's Office rewards 
program website on Aug. 

23, 2012, shows the alleged 
leader of Zetas cartel, Miguel 
Angel Trevino Morales, 
alias “Z-40.” A split in the 
leadership of Mexico’s violent 
Zetas cartel has led to the rise 
of Trevino Morales, elevating 
him to the status of public 
enemy number one for both 
his friends and his enemies. 
(AP Photo) 


viedo posted Tuesday on 
the internet. 

A Mexican law enforce¬ 
ment official who wasn’t 
authorized to speak on the 
record said the video ap¬ 
peared to be genuine, 

“He is the main cause of 
everything that is happen¬ 
ing in Mexico, the robber¬ 
ies, kidnappings, extortion,” 
Gomez is heard saying on 
the tape. 

“We are inviting all the 
groups... everyone to form 
a common front to attack 
Z-40 and put an end to 
him." Trevino Morales has a 
fearsome reputation. 

“If you get called to a 
meeting with him, you're 
not going to come out of 
that meeting,” said a U.S. 
law-enforcement official 
in Mexico City, who spoke 
on condition of anonymity 
because of the sensitivity of 
the topicO 


Paraguay votes to deny Venezuela entry to Mercosur 


PEDROSERVIN 
Associated Press 

ASUNCION, Paraguay (AP) — Para¬ 
guay’s Senate has voted by a wide 
margin to reject the entry of Venezu¬ 
ela into Mercosur. 

Senate leader Jorge Oviedo says the 


vote of 31 -to-3 is irrevocable. 

Yet Brazil, Argentina and Uruguay 
have already made Venezuela a 
member of the trade bloc after Para¬ 
guay was suspended following the 
hasty impeachment of its president 
Fernando Lugo. And since Paraguay 


remains suspended, Thursday’s vote 
has no more than symbolic signifi¬ 
cance for now.Venezuelan President 
Hugo Chavez had tried since 2006 to 
get Paraguay's approval, but his ally 
Lugo never formally sought a Senate 
vote he knew he couldn't win. □ 





3 Course Local Wethi 


Bringpis 


P F! 




Appetizer, Entree and Dessert 

Fish Soup or Salad 

Ice Cream, Huesillo or Chocolate Cake 


Choice include our specialties: 

Aruban Combo, Cabrito Stoba, 

Fisherman’s Loot, Ribs, Qasparito Chicken. A — _ 

(Qasparito #3 * Noord, Aruba\ w I 

V Tel: (297) S86-7I44J_586-7Q44 J ’ ■ VO 

Don’t forget about our earlB bird special from 5:30 to 6:30 * 9 p/p- 



Appetizer 

Stuffed Avocado 
Escargots Bourguignon 
Fruits of the Seven Sea 
Choice of Soup 

Entrees: 

Breaded Grouper 
topped with Coconut Shrimps 
served with rice and vegetables 

Land & Sea 

Chicken Breast, Steak & Shrimps 
with rice and vegetables 

Breaded Chicken Breast 

Served with Mushroom sauce, 
topped with cheese 
served with vegetables and 
stuffed potato 


Twin Tenderloin or 
Chicken Parmesan 

Served on a bed of 
Linguini Pasta 

Desert & Coffee 


Daily from: 5:30PM till 7:00PM 

For reservation please call: {JjJj Cfuj 


us$ 


BBO + 15% 
SERVICE CHARGE 
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AUGUST 2011 ... TWO PEOPLE WENT SNORKLING IN ARUBA , ONLY ONE CAME BACK. 


FROM THE AUTHOR OF AN tSLANO A WAV'COMES 
A THfyU-ER INSPIRED BY ACTUAL EVENTS 

***** 
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In Vietnam, growing fears of an economic catastrophe 


THOMAS FULLER 
© 2012 New York Times 
HO CHI MINH CITY, Viet¬ 
nam - Construction crews 
got as far as the first floor of 
what was to be Saigon Resi¬ 
dence, a high-end apart¬ 
ment building in the center 
of Ho Chi Minh City. All that 
remains today of the aban¬ 
doned project are piles of 
moldy bricks, rusting steel 
rods and a small team of 
security guards who have 
transformed the cement 
foundation into a parking 
lot for motorcycles. 

In Vietnam’s major cities, 
a once-booming property 
market has come crashing 
down. Hundreds of aban¬ 
doned construction sites 
are the most obvious signs 
of a sickly economy. 

A senior Vietnamese Com¬ 
munist Party official, speak¬ 
ing in the ornate drawing 
room of a French colonial 
building, compared the 
country's economic prob¬ 
lems to the market crash 
15 years ago that flattened 
many economies in Asia. 

“I can say this is the same 
as the crisis in Thailand in 
1997," said Hua Ngoc Thu- 
an, the vice chairman of 
the People’s Committee of 
Ho Chi Minh City, the city’s 
top executive body. “Prop¬ 
erty investors pushed the 
prices so high. They bought 
for speculation - not for 
use.” 

Vietnam’s economic prob¬ 
lems appear less severe 
than those of the 1997 finan¬ 
cial crisis - the economy is 
still growing, albeit relatively 
anemically, at a rate of 
about 4 percent - but the 
country's list of problems 
continues to grow. 

The arrest this week of 


Nguyen Due Kien, one of 
Vietnam's wealthiest busi¬ 
nessmen, set off a 4.8 per¬ 
cent plunge in the coun¬ 
try’s stock market index 
Tuesday, the biggest drop 
in four years. The charges 
against Kien are vague. The 
state news media said he 
was accused of illegal busi¬ 
ness activity. 

The opaque way that his 
case is being handled un¬ 
derlines a key aggravat¬ 
ing factor for the country’s 
woes: The awkward mar¬ 
riage between a secretive 
Communist Party leader¬ 
ship and a capitalist econ¬ 
omy is clouding recovery 
prospects for the country of 


91 million people. 

Investors are skeptical of the 
government’s economic 
management and question 
the reliability of statistics. 
The country's central 
bank says borrowers have 
stopped paying back one 
out of every 10 loans in the 
banking system, but Fitch 
Ratings said the percent¬ 


age of bad loans might be 
much higher. 

If the 1997 crisis was often 
blamed on “crony capital¬ 
ism,” Vietnam’s problems 
could be described as cro¬ 
ny capitalism with a com¬ 
munist twist. State-owned 
companies are stacked 
with friends and allies of the 
Communist Party hierarchy. 
“The state is being manipu¬ 
lated by people within the 
state to make money," said 
Jonathan Pincus, the dean 
of the Fulbright Economics 
Teaching Program in Viet¬ 
nam. 

“Getting the Communist 
Party out of the manage¬ 
ment of these companies. 


that’s what is required,” he 
said. “I don’t see that on 
the table.” 

Like property bubbles in 
other parts of the world, 
investors in Vietnam took 
advantage of free-flowing 
credit to construct build¬ 
ings with the hopes of flip¬ 
ping them for a profit. One 
key difference is that some 


of the largest property 
speculators in Vietnam are 
state-owned corporations 
with top connections in 
the Communist Party and 
access to cheap money. 
Those companies are now 
grappling with unsustain¬ 
able debt levels, or in the 
case of Vinashin and Vina- 
lines, two large government 
conglomerates, flirting with 
insolvency. 

Ho Chi Minh City is still buzz¬ 
ing with energy, swarmed 
by tourists and plagued by 
traffic jams - all signs of the 
city’s economic vitality. But 
that masks the symptoms of 
the nationwide economic 
woes: Young people are 
finding it harder to find jobs; 
nearly 20 percent of small 
and medium-size compa¬ 
nies have gone ouf of busi¬ 
ness during the past year; 
and municipal infrastruc¬ 
ture projects are being de¬ 
layed or canceled. 

Le Dang Doanh, a promi¬ 
nent economist and a for¬ 
mer top official at a gov¬ 
ernment research organi¬ 
zation, said he was worried 
about the timing of the 
country's problems, com¬ 
ing just as the global econ¬ 
omy is bogged down by 
debt and Europe grapples 
with the existential dilemma 
of the euro. 

“The problem in Vietnam is 
a very, very toxic cocktail 
from the European debt cri¬ 
sis, the stagnation in the U.S. 
economy plus a very criti¬ 
cal situation in the domestic 
economy,” Doanh said. 

“It’s a very dangerous mix¬ 
ture.” 

The private sector is helping 
keep the economy moving 
- Vietnam is a major export¬ 
er of clothing and footwear 


to the United States - but 
foreign money flows have 
slowed. 

Commitments by foreign 
investors were $8 billion for 
the first half of this year, 
one-quarter the level dur¬ 
ing the same period three 
years ago. 

The consequences of Viet¬ 
nam’s economic problems 
are far-reaching. The rev¬ 
enues of municipal govern¬ 
ments are shrinking across 
the country because prop¬ 
erty-transfer fees made up 
a large chunk of their in¬ 
come. Ho Chi Minh City’s 
first subway line is now 
scheduled for completion 
in 2016, a year later than 
planned, according to Thu- 
an, the Ho Chi Minh City se¬ 
nior official. 

In the central city of Da 
Nang, which has thrived 
during the past decade, of¬ 
ficials have been forced to 
cancel development proj¬ 
ects on the outskirts of the 
city. 

Tran Van Son, the vice di¬ 
rector of the Da Nang De¬ 
partment of Planning and 
Investment, said he was 
“very worried” that the 
city would have to scale 
back further because tax 
revenue was lagging even 
more than projected. 
Young people are finding 
good jobs more elusive. On 
the outskirts of Hanoi, the 
capital, Nguyen Duy Hu¬ 
ong, the 21-year-old son of 
rice farmers, spent the early 
part of the year searching 
in vain for work in computer 
repair shops. 

“Every place I went to said 
they were looking for really 
strong technicians,” Huong 
said. “They weren’t taking 
interns. 



A busy road in Ho Chi Minh City, Vietnam, Aug. 22, 2012. In 
Vietnam’s major cities, a once-booming property market has 
come crashing down, adding to an economic slowdown that is 
being compared to the 1997 Asian financial crisis. 

(Quinn Ryan Mattingly/International Herald Tribune) 






















At Divi Mega Resort: 

St. Peter’s Drum Corps, from Torrington Connecticut, enchants and entertains 



Punta Bravo - St. Peter’s 
Drum Corps, from Torrington 
Connecticut, travels each 
year, and every trip takes 
the talented musicians to 
different parts of the world. 
Their travel-log lists the Vati¬ 
can in Rome, the Carna- 
val in Nice, France, and 
on another continent, they 
played during Mardi Gras in 
New Orleans, several times. 
St. Peter’s Drum Corp regu¬ 
larly participates in 40 to 
50 parades each year and 
performs around 5 to 10 
concerts with its 50 musi¬ 
cians, who all live around 
the Torrington area. 

The 77 year old band, with 
players age 13 to 81, is 
proud to report that its most 
senior musician has been 
a member of the corps for 


over 65 years! 

The band practices its rep¬ 
ertory once a week, ac¬ 
companied by baton twirl¬ 
ing and a color guard, and 
its dedicated musicians 
travel sometimes more 
than 50 miles to participate 
in rehearsals! 

Pictured here the band’s 
performance on the Divi’s 
pool deck Wednesday 
night. 

Their music was enthusiasti¬ 
cally received by the resort 
guests and members of the 
local press. The band's trip 
to Aruba will be followed 
by an appearance at the 
Rockland County Firemen’s 
Convention in Stony Point, 
in their role as the musical 
ambassadors of the St Pe¬ 
ter's Parish. □ 
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Barracudas Synchronized Swimming Club 

attracts many beginners 




Digicel Kick Start Clinics 
come to a close in Jamaica 



The three boys from Jamaica chosen for a place at the Digicel 
Academy, Ricardo Dennis, Shane Sterling and Duhaney Williams, 
pose with Kick Start Head Coach, John Barnes and Head Coach 
of the Jamaica National Team, Theodore Whitmore. 


PALM BEACH, ARUBA (Au¬ 
gust 23, 2012) - The Barra¬ 
cudas Synchronized Swim¬ 
ming Club held its annual 
swimming tests in Aruba. 
Girls from 6-10 years who 
want to become a syn¬ 
chronized swimmer at¬ 
tended this test at the Sa- 
vaneta Olympic Pool. After 
showing their swimming 
skills and flexibility, most of 
them passed and can start 
the rigorous training in the 
first week of September. If 
you missed this test, there is 
still a chance this Saturday, 
August 25 from 9.00-11.00 
am at the Savaneta Olym¬ 
pic Pool. You must be in the 
possession of swimming di¬ 
ploma A, B and C and be 
ten years or younger. And 


if you like music, swimming, 
stretching and exercise, this 
might be just the sport for 
you! 

The Barracudas Synchro¬ 
nized Swimming Club was 


founded in 1975 and hous¬ 
es multiple top perform¬ 
ing teams in synchronized 
swimming, consisting of 
girls (only) ranging in age 
from 6 years to 18 years 
of age. The Barracudas 
are the only synchronized 
swimming club in Aruba, 
and they are well known 
throughout the Caribbean 
as one of the strongest per¬ 
formers in the region! 

For more information, 
please contact the Barra¬ 
cudas Synchronized Swim¬ 
ming Club at email Barra- 
cudasl974@yahoo.com or 
contact us on Facebook. □ 


KINGSTON, JAMAICA: The Digi¬ 
cel Kick Start Clinics came to a 
close this week when England 
and Liverpool legend and 
Kick Start Head Coach, John 
Barnes, chose the final three 
boys in Jamaica - bringing 
the total number of boys cho¬ 
sen for a place at the Digicel 
Academy to 30. Commenting 
on the talent on display, John 
Barnes, said; “It’s been a hec¬ 
tic three weeks - tiring at times, 
but it has been great as I feel 
we have the best of best of the 
region’s young talent going to 
the Digicel Academy in Barba¬ 
dos to train with the Chelsea 
FC coaches. As always here in 
Jamaica, the boys were very 
good and showed great en¬ 
thusiasm and dedication. Ja¬ 
maica consistently produces 
quality talent and I feel there’s 
a lot more to come out of this 
country in terms of internation¬ 
al talent in the years to come. 

“When I look back over the 
three weeks, for me, Trinidad 
and Tobago really stood out 
with some very impressive as¬ 
piring young footballers. Haiti 
was also excellent - but, over¬ 
all the quality in the Caribbean 
is there - and Chelsea’s part¬ 
nership with Digicel is testa¬ 
ment to that,” he continued. 
Speaking on what it’s like to be 


back home in Jamaica, John 
said; “I love coming back to 
Jamaica, it’s where I grew up 
until I was 13 years old. Unfortu¬ 
nately I haven’t been able to 
partake in my favourite foods, 
like curried goat, as I am on a 
health challenge and have to 
stick to fish and vegetables. I 
love all traditional Jamaican 
foods so I am really missing out 
on this trip!” 

The three Jamaican boys who 
have secured their place in 
the Digicel Academy in Barba¬ 
dos are Ricardo Dennis, Shane 
Sterling and Duhaney Williams. 
The boys will join their peers 
from across eight other coun¬ 
tries in the Caribbean, Central 
America and the US in Octo¬ 
ber this year, when they will 
take part in a week-long train¬ 
ing camp under coaches from 
Chelsea FC. 

Shane Sterling said; “I’m very 
excited as this is the best thing 
that has ever happened in my 
life. I am really looking forward 
to going to Barbados and 
when I am there, I will do my 
best to show my talents.” 

For more information on the 
Digicel Kick Start Clinics includ¬ 
ing live updates, photographs 
and more, please visit www. 
digicelfootball.com, or Digicel 
Football Facebook. □ 
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WINNER OF THIP ADVISOR'S 
CERTIFICATE OF EXCELLENCE SOIS 
ten Mtiir House wS hlomUJainl CUtina* irsi.mTji 
FOC reservation! 5BB-3B43 



Veronica Eid 

loves Aruba 

co mine from 

Barquisimeto 

Venezuela 

She Is visiting us for 
more the ten years, 
staying at the Divi 
Village 

She came along with 
her husband and child 
Enjoying the beach and 
the sun and looking 
ard to return hack 
to our beautiful Aruba 
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GRAND VICTORIA 


SPECIALIZE IN CHINESE AND INTERNATIONAL CUISINE 


BAR A 

RESTAURANT 


Located at the Palm Beach 4184 near the traffic Hghte opposite 
Ihc high-rise hotel, walking distance from the hotels. We have 
the best prices on all of our cuisines. Call: 5B6-44Q1 




Has everything that you need far a good 
vacation. We have a wide variety or liquors 
and urine, beach items and much mere. 


UNICASA 

Supermarket 

I’iiim Reach *ikj * Tel; (ZflT) SKfi-HS-HJ 

Open hoi« Mc*cfory - Sjibunjfty 6sm . 12rm*nig(h| 

SaUmfav -SiW * 1 Qpm 
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Aruba Say’s “Masha Danki” to our loyal visitors! 
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Top reason for returning the great weather, and 
provided by the honorees Friendly Aruban Hospitality, 
were they consider Aruba white sand beaches and 
to be the “Happy Island”, the local foodO 



Recently, Arthur and 
Martha De Martini, 
residents of East North Port, 
New York, and Lauren and 
Steve Karas, 

residents of Smithtown, 
New York, were honored 
by the Aruba Tourism 
Authority after returning to 
Aruba for 20 and 10 years 
consecutive years. 

The symbolic honorary titles 
of ‘Goodwill Ambassador’ 
and ‘Distinguished Visitor’ 
is presented in the name 
of the Minister of Tourism as 


a token of appreciation to 
guests who visit Aruba for 
between 10 and 20 years 
consecutive. 

The honorees are members 
of Renaissance Beach 
Resort & Casino and have 
been enjoying the Island 
every year. 

Darline S. de Cuba, 
representing 

Aruba Tourism Authority, 
and Tino Daal conducted 
the ceremony at 
Renaissance Aruba Beach 
and Resort & Casino. 



International Menu +18 Lobster Dishes 
to feast your palate 


FOOD PRICES 
BECOME FLORINS 
ON MONDAY, TUESDAV & FRIOAV. 

IEKEFT FQDISHES WHICH HAVE H^-DlSCOUNTl 

«ii r 


v, / OPEN FOR LUNCH 11 am - 4 pm' 
OPEN FOR DINNER 5 pm-10 pm 
FOR RESERVATIONS 5863843 
WE ARE LOCATED ON: 

PALM BEACH Wa < Nett to TMjfjrttooL 


For menu viewing please visit www.arubabluelobster,com 
For information: info@arubabkielobster.com 

Our Phone: (297) 586 38 43 and (297) 586 47 88 
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Marcia Mello photo shoot session at Renaissance 

Aruba Resort & Casino 





ORANJESTAD - Augustus - Brazilian de¬ 
signer Marcia Mello is not an unknown 
name in the fashion industry. Design¬ 
ing from simply elegant to fiercely sexy, 
Marcia Mello offers unique clothes for 
every distinguish taste. Recently that 
the Marcia Mello crew held an exotic 
photo shoot on the beautiful Renais¬ 
sance Island for their upcoming mag¬ 
azine. 

The Marcia Mello magazine features 
the latest in modern, active and ele¬ 
gant fashion. Those who were present 
during this particular shoot were ex¬ 
ecutive producer; Guilherme Serrano, 
professional photographer; Fernando 
Louza and Brazillian model Nataniele 
Ribeiro, who works with agencies in 
New York and Milan. The Renaissance 
Island was the perfect location to 
give the final product an exotic tropi¬ 
cal touch. The island offers a natural 
beauty and exceptional Caribbean 
color that fitted well with the concept 
the designer wanted to portray. It 
was a pleasure for Renaissance Aru¬ 
ba Resort to offer a stay to the stylist, 
makeup artist and model who besides 
the hard days of work really enjoyed 
a nice and comfortable visit to the is¬ 
land. 

Once again Aruba is the center of 
internafional attenfion wifh another 
magazine photo shoot session on the 
Renaissance Island. This is a great plat¬ 
form for ‘on island’ promotion and will 
surely contribute to a positive growth 
in tourism. Renaissance Aruba Resort 
thanks Marcia Mello and its crew for 
choosing Aruba and Renaissance 
Aruba Resort as the perfect destina¬ 
tion for their photo shoot for the next 
issue of the Marcia Mello Magazine. □ 
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Andy Murray, from England, 
complains about a shot dur¬ 
ing a match against Jeremy 
Chardy, from France, at the 
Western & Southern Open 
tennis tournament, Thursday, 
Aug. 16, 2012, in Mason, Ohio. 

Associated Press 

Federer, Murray 
facing rematch 
in U.S. Open 
semis 

EDDIE PELLS 
AP National Writer 
NEW YORK (AP) — Though 
no player would admit to 
looking so far ahead, No¬ 
vak Djokovic may have 
been the biggest winner 
when the U.S. Open brack¬ 
et was set Thursday. 

The defending champion 
and No. 2 seed can reach 
his third straight final at 
Flushing Meadows without 
having to face either Rog¬ 
er Federer or Andy Mur¬ 
ray. Those two, meanwhile, 
wound up on the same 
side of the draw and could 
meet in the semifinals for a 
rematch of their recent fi¬ 
nals at Wimbledon and the 
London Olympics. 

“It’s a question of luck,” 
Djokovic said when asked 
about the only true drama 
in the unveiling of Thurs¬ 
day's bracket — whether 
third-seeded Murray would 
end up on his or top-seed¬ 
ed Federer’s side of the 
draw. “You try to focus 
on what's in your hands, 
what’s in your power. 

Continued on Page 20 



Padraig Harrington steals 
limelight at Bethpage 


Padraig Harrington of Ireland, hits his drive on the 
17th hole during the first round of The Barclays golf 
tournament at Bethpage State Park in Farmingdale, 
N.Y., Thursday, Aug. 23, 2012. 

Associated Press 
Page18 
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Harrington races out to 64 at Bethpage 



Tiger Woods, right, and Rory Mcllroy of Northern Ireland walk down the fairway on the tenth hole 
of The Barclays PGA golf tournament at Bethpage State Park in Farmingdale, N.Y., Thursday, Aug. 
23, 2012. 

Associated Press 


DOUG FERGUSON 
AP Golf Writer 
FARMINGDALE, New York 
(AP) — Padraig Harrington 
made six birdies on the 
tough back nine of Beth¬ 
page Black on Thursday, 
opening the FedEx Cup 
playoffs with a 7-under 64 
for a one-shot lead at The 
Barclays. 

And that surely got the at¬ 
tention of Ryder Cup cap¬ 
tain Jose Maria Olazabal. 
Harrington has to rely on a 
captain’s pick to make his 
seventh straight European 
team, and that looks to be 
unlikely. Not only has the 
three-time major champi¬ 
on gone four years without 
winning against a strong 
field, he and Olazabal are 
not the best of friends after 
a dispute at the Seve Tro¬ 
phy from nine years ago. 
The Irishman faced so many 
questions about the Ryder 
Cup, his chances of making 
the team and what he has 
to do to impress Olazabal, 
that at one point he adopt¬ 
ed the American way. 

“The only answer I can give 
at this stage is I’m plead¬ 
ing the Fifth Amendment 
on that one,” Harrington 
said. “I honestly don't know 
what to say. I don’t want to 
go in there and try too des¬ 
perately to beg for a pick, 
or I don’t want to go in 
there and give excuses for 
anything. I'll just leave it be 
what it is. I’m just going to 
play golf.” 

He came to life on the back 
nine with four straight birdies 
to cap off his 64, giving him 
a one-shot lead over Nick 
Watney and Brian Harman 
among the early starters. 
The hotter it became, the 
crustier the greens were, 
and it was unlikely anyone 
would catch him. No one 
did. 

Sergio Garcia was part of 
the group at 66, while de¬ 
fending champion Dustin 
Johnson and Rickie Fowler, 
both trying to make their 
own impression as potential 
picks by U.S. captain Davis 
Love III, were in the group 
at 67. 

There were 73 players from 
the 123-man field at par or 
better, not the kind of scor¬ 
ing associated with Beth¬ 
page Black. 

Thousands of fans followed 


Tiger Woods and Rory Mcll¬ 
roy, in the marquee group 
based on their standing in 
the FedEx Cup — Woods at 
No. 1, Mcllroy at No. 3. Both 
got off to a reasonable 
start. Woods scrambled 
nicely to recover from a few 
errant shots and scratched 
out a 68. Mcllroy smashed 
one driver after another to 
set up short irons into the 
greens, and while he had 
three birdies through six 
holes, he let the good start 
get away from him and set¬ 
tled for a 69. 

If this is a rivalry, it is a friendly 
one. Woods genuinely likes 
the 23-year-old from North¬ 
ern Ireland, who already 
has two eight-shot wins in 
the majors. During one wait 
on the par-3 14th, Mcllroy 
listened intently with a smile 
on his face as Woods told 
a story, then broke into a 
big laugh upon hearing the 
punch line. 

Worth repeating for a fam¬ 
ily audience? 

“No,” Mcllroy said with an¬ 
other laugh. 

“He's a nice kid, he really 
is,” Woods said. “As I said 
yesterday, I played with him 
in Abu Dhabi. We struck up 
a friendship back then, and 
it’s continued. And it’s only 
going to get better.” 

Woods won the U.S. Open 
at Bethpage Black in 2002, 
and he tied for sixth when 
the U.S. Open returned to 
this public course on Long 


Island in 2009. While there 
were differences in the soft¬ 
ness of the greens and hole 
locations, the most obvious 
difference was scoring. 

“I shot 3-under par and I’m 
not even in the top 10,” 
Woods said. “So it's a little 
different deal." 

Harrington was even par 
through four holes, typically 
not a bad score, except 
that he watched Troy Mat- 
teson open with a birdie on 
the second hole and chip 
in for eagle on the fourth to 
reach 3 under early in the 
round. “It definitely helped 
me cross that divide be¬ 
tween thinking I’m at a U.S. 
Open and level par is go¬ 
ing to be the winning total 
this week,” Harrington said. 
“This is much more of a 
sprint. You're going to need 
to be 12-under par at the 
end of the week, or who 
knows, but it ain’t going to 
be level par.” 

Much of the pressure to 
make the Ryder Cup team 
subsided after realizing he 
couldn’t earn his way onto 
the team following the 
PGA Championship. Even 
though Europe's team is 
not finalized until after this 
week, ranking points from 
The Barclays don’t count. 
So he’s out unless he wins, 
and even that might not 
matter. 

Olazabal said at the PGA 
Championship that Har¬ 
rington would have to do 


something extraordinary 
to make the team. He was 
told of Harrington’s 64 and 
asked what would consti¬ 
tute extraordinary. 

“At least a win,” Olazabal 
said. 

Olazabal and Harrington 
had a tense moment at 
the 2003 Seve Trophy when 
Harrington questioned the 
Spaniard repairing pitch 
marks. Olazabal felt his 
integrity had been ques¬ 
tioned, conceded the hole 
and they had a face-to- 
face discussion behind the 
green. Does that still linger? 
Might it make a difference? 
“From the character that 
he is, I believe he would 
put winning way above 
anything that’s personal," 
Harrington said. “The Ryder 
Cup means so much to Eu¬ 
rope, particularly to Jose 
as a European player. No¬ 
body — bar Seve — would 
understand in his mind what 
it means to Europe. Winning 
is what’s important to him. 
I can’t see personal com¬ 
ing into it to get a winning 
team.” Harrington then 
caught himself for talking 
about the very subject he 
wants to avoid. He would 
rather talk about his 64 at 
Bethpage Black, a strong 
effort even in soft condi¬ 
tions, or his chances to 
move up in the FedEx Cup 
standings and give himself 
a chance at the $10 million 
bonus prizeO 


Colsaerts 2 
off the pace 
to press Ryder 
Cup case 

BERNIE MCGUIRE 
Associated Press 
GLENEAGLES, Scotland (AP) 

— Nicolas Colsaerts shot a 
3-under 69 in the opening 
round of the Johnnie Walk¬ 
er Championship at Gle- 
neagles to sit two strokes 
off the pace Thursday and 
press his case for playing in 
the 2012 Ryder Cup. 

The big-hitting Belgian 
made five birdies — includ¬ 
ing four in five holes on Nos. 
14-18 — to share eighth 
place. He must finish first or 
second to be among the 
leading 10 qualifiers and 
be assured of automatic 
European Team selection 
for the Ryder Cup next 
month at Medinah, Illinois. 
“(It’s) a pretty good start 
and that's exactly what I 
wanted,” Colsaerts said. 
“As for the Ryder Cup, I 
can only manage what I 
do. But we've only played 
one round and anybody 
can still make a great story 
happen.” 

Brett Rumford of Australia 
and Norwegian playing 
partner Knut Borsheim both 
shot 67s. 

Five players, including the 
confirmed 2012 European 
Ryder Cup duo of Scot¬ 
land’s Paul Lawrie and Ita¬ 
ly’s Francesco Molinari, are 
tied for third a stroke back. 
The 29-year-old Colsaerts 
arrived in Scotland lying 
12th on the European Ry¬ 
der Cup points table. If he 
doesn’t finish in the top 
two of the Johnnie Walker 
Championship then he 
would have to rely on win¬ 
ning selection through one 
of captain Jose Maria Olaz- 
abal's two wild-card picks. 
“I am very happy as I was 
in control of my game all 
day and this is the start that 
I wanted and something 
without too much stress,” 
Colsaerts said. “The only 
thing I can do this week is 
to make sure of what I do 
and not worry about the 
others. But then it is diffi¬ 
cult not to think about the 
Ryder Cup and it's getting 
pretty intense as I’ve been 
in this situation now for 
quite a couple of weeks.Q 
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Marlins’ Giancarlo Stanton has RBI single in 10th 



Arizona Diamondbacks’ Wade Miley delivers a pitch to the Mi¬ 
ami Marlins during the eighth inning of a baseball game, the 
second game of a doubleheader, Wednesday, Aug. 22, 2012, 
in Phoenix. 

Associated Press 


NL Capsules 

PHOENIX (AP) — Rookie 
Wade Miley pitched eight 
innings to earn his 14th 
victory- and Arizona beat 
Miami 3-0 on Wednesday 
night to complete a sweep 
of the first home double- 
header in Diamondbacks 
history. 

Fellow left-hander Tyler 
Skaggs (1-0) made his ma¬ 
jor league debut in the 
opener, allowing two runs 
and three hits over 6 2-3 in¬ 
nings in a 3-2 victory. 

Miley (14-8) gave up four 
singles, struck out five and 
walked one. 

Paul Goldschmidt singled 
in a run in the first, then 
doubled and scored in the 
fourth for Arizona. Aaron Hill 
had a two-run homer and 
RBI single in the first game. 
Miami’s Wade LeBlanc (2- 
3) gave up three runs, two 


AL Capsules 

OAKLAND, California (AP) 

— Coco Crisp homered, hit 
an RBI double and scored 
three runs, and the Oak¬ 
land Athletics beat the 
Minnesota Twins 5-1 on 
Wednesday for their sec¬ 
ond straight winning series. 
Yoenis Cespedes hit a go- 
ahead two-run single in 
the third inning that held 
up for Tommy Milone, and 
Crisp also singled and stole 
his 28th base to give the 
A’s a much-needed boost 
only a couple of hours after 
right-hander Bartolo Colon 
received a 50-game sus¬ 
pension for a positive tes¬ 
tosterone test a day before 
he had been scheduled to 
start the opener of a series 
at Tampa Bay. 

Milone (10-9) allowed one 
run and two hits, struck 


earned, and five hits in sev¬ 
en innings in the nightcap. 
J.J. Putz pitched a scoreless 
ninth in both games for his 
16th and 17th consecutive 


out five and walked one 
in eight impressive innings 
to end a five-start winless 
stretch. 

Minnesota starter Liam 
Hendriks (0-6) is still search¬ 
ing for his first major league 
win after 13 career starts, 
and nine this season. 
RANGERS 12, ORIOLES 3 
ARLINGTON, Texas (AP) 
— Adrian Beltre hit three 
home runs, including two 
in a nine-run fourth inning, 
and had five RBIs for the 
Rangers in a victory over 
the Orioles. 

Beltre hit his first homer 
leading off the second 
against former teammate 
Tommy Hunter. 

He connected again off 
Hunter for a two-run shot 
with none out in the fourth. 
He then hit another two-run 
drive with two outs while 
facing Kevin Gregg. 


saves. He has 26 saves in 29 
tries on the year. 

Justin Ruggiano hit a two- 
run homer off Skaggs for Mi¬ 
ami’s only runs in 18 innings 


Mitch Moreland hit his first 
grand slam in the fourth, 
when the Rangers sent 12 
batters to the plate. He 
matched Beltre with a ca¬ 
reer high-tying five RBIs. 

The power surge supported 
a solid effort by Derek Hol¬ 
land (8-6). 

The left-hander pitched 
seven innings, giving up 
three runs and five hits. He 
struck out five and walked 
three. 

Hunter (4-8) allowed eight 
runs on eight hits — three 
home runs — in three-plus 
innings. 

MARINERS 3, INDIANS 1 
SEATTLE (AP) — Eric Thames 
hit a tiebreaking, two-run 
double with two outs in 
the eighth inning, and the 
Mariners beat Cleveland 
for their eighth straight win. 
Seattle completed a three- 
game sweep and is on its 


on the day. After collecting 
35 hits while winning the first 
two games of the series, 
the Marlins managed nine 
total in the doubleheader. 
Skaggs struck out four and 
walked five. 

Jacob Turner (0-1) allowed 
three runs and four hits in 
six innings in his first start for 
Miami since coming to the 
Marlins in a trade deadline 
deal with Detroit. 

BREWERS 3, CUBS 2 
MILWAUKEE (AP) — Ryan 
Braun hit his NL-leading 
34th homer and Yovani 
Gallardo pitched seven 
strong innings as Milwau¬ 
kee completed a three- 
game sweep of Chicago. 
John Axford pitched a 
scoreless ninth to convert 
his second straight save, 
returning to his role as the 
Brewers’ closer after he 
was demoted earlier in the 
season. 


longest winning streak since 
taking eight in a row from 
June 23 to July 1,2007. The 
Mariners have won 15 of 
their last 16 home games. 
Cleveland has lost eight in 
a row. 

Vinnie Pestano (3-1) was 
the loser. 

Stephen Pryor (3-0) pitched 
two-thirds of an inning of 
hitless relief, and Tom Wil- 
helmsen threw a hitless 
ninth for his 19th save in 21 
chances. 

RAYS 5, ROYALS 3 
ST. PETERSBURG, Florida (AP) 
— James Shields took a 
three-hitter into the eighth 
inning, leading Tampa 
Bay over the Royals for the 
Rays’ 16th win in 21 games. 
Shields (12-7) retired 12 in a 
row after Alcides Escobar's 
two-out single in the third 
and allowed three runs and 
five hits in 7 2-3 innings. Q 


Gallardo (13-8) gave up 
two runs and four hits, with 
nine strikeouts and two 
walks. 

Braun hit a solo shot deep 
to right-center in the sixth 
and had an RBI double 
in the first. With Wednes¬ 
day's homer, Braun has sur¬ 
passed the 33 he hit during 
his 2011 NL MVP season. 
David DeJesus and Bryan 
LaHair homered for Chi¬ 
cago. 

Cubs starter Travis Wood (4- 
10) gave up three runs and 
six hits in seven innings with 
a walk and six strikeouts. 
BRAVES 5 NATIONALS 1 
WASHINGTON (AP) — Kris 
Medlen pitched seven 
shutout innings in his lat¬ 
est winning performance 
and Martin Prado's two-run 
double proved decisive to 
help the Braves end a four- 
game losing streak. 

Medlen (5-1) allowed sev¬ 
en hits while striking out 
seven and walking one in 
his fifth start of the season. 
The Braves have won 16 
consecutive starts behind 
the right-hander dating to 
May 2010. 

Atlanta salvaged the three- 
game divisional series and 
halted the Nationals' three- 
game winning streak. 
Coming off a shutout in his 
last outing, Medlen extend¬ 
ed his scoreless streak to 21 
innings. Since entering the 
Braves rotation on July 31, 
the right-hander is 4-0 with 
a 0.84 ERA. 

For the first time in five 
games the Braves offense 
scored more than two runs. 
Two of the Braves’ three 
ninth-inning runs against 
reliever Tom Gorzelanny 
were unearned. 

REDS 3. PHILLIES 2 
PHILADELPHIA (AP) — Bron¬ 
son Arroyo allowed three 
hits in eight-plus innings, 
and Jay Bruce homered to 
lead Cincinnati. □ 


Twins falter again during difficult road trip 
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Usain Bolt clocks 19.58 in 200 meters at Lausanne 



GRAHAM DUNBAR 
AP Sports Writer 
LAUSANNE, Switzerland 
(AP) — Usain Bolt was fast 
and impressive at the Ath- 
letissima Diamond League 
meeting on Thursday. Yo- 
han Blake was fast and 
maybe even more impres¬ 
sive. 


Bolt, the Olympic champi¬ 
on and world record hold¬ 
er over 100 and 200 meters, 
timed 19.58 seconds in the 
fastest 200 ever run at the 
speedy Lausanne track. 

Yet he was almost over¬ 
shadowed by Blake, his 
Jamaican friend and ri¬ 
val who 20 minutes earlier 


closed the gap between 
them in the all-time 100 
rankings. 

Blake, a two-time Olympic 
silver medalist behind Bolt, 
clocked 9.69 to become 
the joint second-fastest 
man in history. 

“9.69 is a wonderful result,” 
said Bolt, who ran that time 


when setting a then-world 
record at the 2008 Beijing 
Olympics. “I knew he is go¬ 
ing to push real hard to¬ 
night." 

Blake, fighting off a post- 
London Games cold, over¬ 
came a slight headwind to 
shave .06 off his previous 
best. He ran 9.75 to beat 
Bolt in the Jamaican Olym¬ 


pic trials in June and the 
same time again when his 
training partner finished in 
9.63 to defend his Olympic 
title earlier this month. 

“I knew I was fast and my 
coach told me I could run 
faster,” said Blake, who 
shares coach Glen Mills 
with Bolt. “Today I could fi¬ 
nally prove it.’O 


Yohan Blake from Jamaica crosses the line to win the men's 100-meter race, at the Athletissima 
Diamond League Athletics Meeting in Lausanne, Switzerland, Thursday, Aug. 23, 2012. 

Associated Press 


WNBA Roundup 

Lyttle, Hayes lead short- 
handed Dream past Sky 

ATLANTA (AP) — Sancho Lyttle had 24 points and Tiffa¬ 
ny Hayes scored 18 to lead the short-handed Atlanta 
Dream to an 82-71 victory over the Chicago Sky on 
Wednesday. 

Atlanta, playing without star forward Angel McCough- 
try, had a 17-point halftime lead cut to three midway 
through 'the fourth quarter before pulling away for its 
second win in three games — both against Chicago 
— since the league’s month-long Olympic break. 
Sylvia Fowles scored 22 points and Swin Cash added 
19 for the Sky, who lost their eighth straight. 
McCoughtry, the WNBA’s leading scorer at 22.7 points 
per game, didn’t play because of personal reasons. 
She took part in pregame ceremonies to honor the 
gold medal-winning U.S. Olympic team and then left 
the arena. She is expected to rejoin the Dream for Fri¬ 
day’s game at Washington.Q 



Roger Federer, from Switzerland, acknowledges the crowd af¬ 
ter his 7-6 (4), 6-3 over Stanislas Wawrinka, from Switzerland, in 
a semifinals match the Western & Southern Open tennis tourna¬ 
ment, Saturday, Aug. 18, 2012, in Mason, Ohio. 

Associated Press 


Thinking about the semifi¬ 
nal at this moment, I don’t 
think it’s the best thing.” 

In the women's brack¬ 
et, third-seeded Maria 
Sharapova drew a possible 
semifinal matchup against 
top-seeded Victoria Aza- 
renka and fourth-seeded 
Serena Williams could play 
No. 2 Agnieszka Radwan- 
ska in the semifinals. 

Rafael Nadal, ranked third, 
is out of this year’s tourna¬ 
ment with a knee injury, 
marking the first time since 
2008 that the quartet of 
Federer, Nadal, Djokovic 


and Murray haven't been 
seeded 1 through 4 in some 
order at the U.S. Open. 
Taking the fourth seed this 
year is David Ferrer, who 
has never made a Grand 
Slam final, and could face 
Djokovic in the semifinals. 
Of the 16 semifinal spots 
over the last four Grand 
Slam tournaments, 14 have 
been occupied by one of 
the big four. Only Ferrer, at 
the French Open, and Jo 
Wilfried-Tsonga, at Wimble¬ 
don, have managed to 
break the stranglehold. 
Djokovic has an 8-5 record 


U.S. Open 

Continued from Page 17 

against Ferrer, including a 
straight-set win in the quar¬ 
terfinals of the Australian 
Open this year. 

Top-seeded Federer is 8-9 
against third-seeded Mur¬ 
ray and the two have split 
their last two matches, 
both on Centre Court at 
the All England Club; Fe¬ 
derer won the Wimbledon 
final and Murray took the 
gold-medal match at the 
London Olympics. 

The potential men’s quar¬ 
terfinals are Federer vs. No. 
6 Tomas Berdych, who up¬ 
set him in the 2010 Wimble¬ 
don quarterfinals; Djokovic 
vs. 2009 U.S. Open cham¬ 
pion Juan Martin del Potro, 
seeded seventh; Murray vs. 
No. 5 Tsonga; Ferrer vs. No. 
8 Janko Tipsarevic. 
Sharapova completed the 
career Grand Slam at the 
French Open earlier this 
year, while Williams has 
14 Grand Slam titles and 
is coming off wins at Wim¬ 
bledon and the Olympics. 
Azarenka has one Grand 


Slam title — in Australia this 
year — while Radwanska’s 
best finish in a major was 
her three-set loss to Williams 
in this year's Wimbledon fi¬ 
nal. 

Williams’ older sister Ve¬ 
nus, who is ranked 47th 
this week and not seeded, 
plays American wild-card 
entry Bethanie Mattek- 
Sands in the first round and 
could face sixth-seeded 
Angelique Kerber in the 
second. 

Venus Williams, the 2000 
and 2001 champion, 
pulled out of last year’s U.S. 
Open hours before she was 
scheduled to play in the 
second round, revealing 
that she had been diag¬ 
nosed with an autoimmune 
disease. 

Four-time major champion 
Kim Clijsters will begin what 
she says will be the last 
tournament of her career 
against American wild¬ 
card recipient Victoria Du¬ 
val. Clijsters, a 29-year-old 
Belgian who is seeded 23rd, 
might face the defending 
champion, seventh-seed¬ 
ed Sam Stosur, in the fourth 


round. 

Clijsters won the U.S. Open 
the last three times she en¬ 
tered the hard-court tour¬ 
nament, in 2005, 2009 and 
2010. She missed it last year 
because of a stomach 
muscle injury. 

Stosur, meanwhile, has 
struggled since defeating 
Serena Williams in the final 
last year for her first Grand 
Slam title. 

She lost in the first round of 
the Australian Open and 
the Olympics and the sec¬ 
ond round of Wimbledon. 
Her only big run in a ma¬ 
jor this year came at the 
French Open, where she 
fell in a mistake-filled, three- 
set semifinal to Sara Errani. 
“It’s been a year of a few 
ups and downs, but a lot of 
players go through that,” 
Stosur said. “In the last 
few weeks, being on hard 
court, I feel a lot better and 
a lot more comfortable on 
this surface. It’s conditions 
that suits my game, so I'm 
glad to be back here." 

No American man has won 
the U.S. Open since Andy 
Roddick in 20030 























Lance Armstrong faces big 
decision in doping case 


JIM VERTUNO 
AP Sports Writer 
AUSTIN, Texas (AP) — Sev¬ 
en-time Tour de France win¬ 
ner Lance Armstrong faces 
a deadline to formally 
challenge sweeping dop¬ 
ing allegations from the U.S. 
Anti-Doping Agency or ac¬ 
cept sanctions that could 
include a lifetime ban from 
the sport and potentially 
strip him of his titles. 
Armstrong has strongly de¬ 
nied doping during his stel¬ 
lar career. 

The question was whether 
he will keep fighting USADA 
or officially give up and 
move on, risking a perma¬ 
nent stain on his legacy. 
The deadline is 0600 GMT 
Friday. 

Anti-doping officials have 
accused Armstrong of us¬ 
ing performance-enhanc¬ 
ing drugs, including steroids 
and blood boosters, and 
participating in a com¬ 
plex doping scheme on his 
teams while winning the 
Tour de France every year 
from 1999-2005. USADA of¬ 
ficials say up to 10 former 
teammates are ready to 
testify against him and they 
have drug test results from 

Rodriguez 

JACA, Spain (AP) — Joa¬ 
quin Rodriguez extended 
his lead in the Spanish Vuel- 
ta over Christopher Froome 
and Alberto Contador by 
surging ahead on the clos¬ 
ing climb to win the sixth 
stage on Thursday. 

The Spanish cyclist stuck 
with Froome before moving 
ahead of his Team Sky rival 
around the last corner to 
secure a 5-second victory 
under the scorching sun at 
the foot of the Spanish Pyr¬ 
enees. Alejandro Valverde 
crossed 10 seconds off the 
pace in third place ahead 
of Contador, who lost a 
further 19 seconds to Rodri¬ 
guez, mostly while navigat¬ 
ing the tight bends of the 
mountain top finish. 
Rodriguez crossed in 4 
hours, 35 minutes, 22 sec¬ 
onds to win the 175-kilo- 
meter (109-mile) stage. By 
taking full advantage of 


2009-2010 that are “consis¬ 
tent” with doping. 
Armstrong says he has 
passed more than 500 drug 
tests in his career and ac¬ 
cused USADA officials of 
waging a personal vendet¬ 
ta against him. 

The 40-year-old Armstrong 
retired from cycling in 2011 
and walked away without 
being charged following a 
two-year federal investiga¬ 
tion into many of the same 
accusations he faces from 
USADA. That probe was 
closed in February. USADA 
officials told Armstrong 
in June they were pursu¬ 
ing separate, non-criminal 
doping charges. 

Sanctions by USADA could 
damage his legacy as one 
of the greatest cyclists in 
history, an athlete who is a 
hero to many for overcom¬ 
ing life-threatening tes¬ 
ticular cancer and for the 
Lance Armstrong Founda¬ 
tion’s work supporting can¬ 
cer survivors and funding 
research. 

Doping rumors and al¬ 
legations have dogged 
Armstrong throughout his 
career. In a sport rife with 
cheaters, he has been un¬ 


a course that suited him, 
the Giro d’ltalia runner- 
up extended his lead over 
Froome to 10 seconds. 

“I went for it today, I didn’t 
think anyone could sur¬ 
prise me,” said Rodriguez, 
who has an overall time of 
22:04:32. “Froome didn’t 
think he could shake me, 
he was struggling. He prac¬ 
tically helped me to the 
finish.” Contador, the 2008 
champion, is 36 seconds 
behind in third. Colombian 
rider Rigoberto Uran fin¬ 
ished in the same time as 
Contador to sit fourth over¬ 
all, 42 seconds behind Ro¬ 
driguez. 

“I started feeling cramps 
on the last ascent due to 
the heat and high tem¬ 
peratures, and I told my¬ 
self: ‘Alberto, go as far as 
you can.’ I think I saved the 
day alright,” said Conta¬ 
dor, who is looking to make 


der constant suspicion from 
those who refused to be¬ 
lieve he was a clean rider 
winning cycling’s premier 
event against a field of 
doped-up competition. 

The latest charges from 
USADA spawned a turf war 
between sports agencies. 
The Switzerland-based In¬ 
ternational Cycling Union 
said USADA did not have 
jurisdiction to pursue the 
case and urged the Ameri¬ 
can agency to turn over 
evidence to them to de¬ 
termine if an investigation 
should proceed. The World 
Anti-Doping Agency sup¬ 
ported USADA’s claims of 
jurisdiction. 

Armstrong sued in federal 
court to block USADA's 
case, arguing the arbitra¬ 
tion process was unfair. 
His lawsuit was dismissed 
Monday by a federal 
judge, forcing Armstrong 
to decide whether to chal¬ 
lenge the charges in ar¬ 
bitration — something he 
says violates his constitu¬ 
tional rights to due process. 
USADA officials say their 
process is fair and widely 
recognized by sports agen¬ 
cies across the globeO 



New overall leader of Spain 
La Vuelta Cyclists Katusha’s 
Team Joaquin Rodriguez, 
from Spain, celebrates 
on the podium with Spain 
La Vuelta Cycling Red Shirt, at 
the end of the fourth stage. 
Associated Press 

up for missing the Tour de 
France because of a dop¬ 
ing ban with victory here. 
“It wasn't my best climb, 
I know that. But the loss 
was kept to a minimum.”□ 


extends Vuelta lead 
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In this July 24, 202, file photo, cyclist Lance Armstrong walks out 
of the Tour de France’s anti-doping control bus after the 16th 
stage of the Tour de France cycling race between Les Deux 
Alpes and La Plagne, French Alps. 

Associated Press 
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Study finds obesity surgery 
can help prevent diabetes 


Cholera sweeps West African slums 


M. MARCHIONE 
Associated Press 

Doctors are reporting a 
new benefit from weight- 
loss surgery — preventing 
diabetes. 

Far fewer obese people 
developed that disease if 
they had stomach-shrink¬ 
ing operations rather than 
usual care to try to slim 
down, a large study in Swe¬ 
den found. 

The results, published in 
Thursday’s New England 
Journal of Medicine, are 
provoking fresh debate 
about when adjustable 
bands and other bariatric 
procedures should be of¬ 
fered. 

It is “provocative and ex¬ 
citing" that surgery can 
prevent diabetes, but it is 
“impractical and unjusti¬ 
fied” to think of doing it on 
millions of obese adults. Dr. 
Danny Jacobs, a Duke Uni¬ 
versity surgeon, wrote in a 
commentary in the medi¬ 
cal journal. 

Dr. Mitchell Roslin, bariatric 
surgery chief at Lenox Hill 
Hospital in New York, dis¬ 
agreed. 


Associated Press 
OWENSVILLE, Ind. (AP) — 

Health officials say at least 
some of the salmonella- 
contaminated cantaloupe 
that has sickened nearly 
200 in 21 states came from 
a southwestern Indiana 
farm, but they warned 
Thursday that until they’ve 
ruled out any other possi¬ 
ble sources, people should 
avoid cantaloupe grown in 
that part of the state. 

The Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention 
late Wednesday identified 
Chamberlain Farms, in Ow- 
ensville, as a source of the 
outbreak, which it blames 
for sickening 178 people 
since early July, including 
62 who were hospitalized 
and two who have died. 
Shelly Burgess, an FDA 
spokeswoman, said Thurs¬ 
day that the investigation 


“If surgery is the only treat¬ 
ment we have, we have 
to accept the cost ramifi¬ 
cations of that” and give 
up “the naive notion” that 
we can just teach severely 
obese people how to lose 
weight, said Roslin, who 
consults for some makers 
of bariatric surgery equip¬ 
ment. 

Millions of Americans have 
Type 2 diabetes brought on 
by obesity. 

Earlier this year, two studies 
showed that obesity sur¬ 
gery can reverse diabetes 
and keep it away for many 
years, possibly for good. 

The new study went a step 
further, to see if it could 
prevent diabetes in the first 
place among people who 
are obese. 

Researchers led by Dr. 
Lars Sjostrom of Sahlgren- 
ska University Hospital in 
Gothenburg, Sweden, 
tracked 1,658 patients who 
had bariatric surgery — 
mostly bands and stomach 
stapling — and 1,771 similar 
patients who just got usual 
care and counseling on 
how to lose weightO 


is still in its early stages and 
that it is too early to say 
whether all the contami¬ 
nated fruit could be traced 
back to the farm. 

Health officials warn resi¬ 
dents to discard any can¬ 
taloupes grown in south¬ 
western Indiana bought on 
or after July 7. 

Tim Chamberlain, who runs 
the 100-acre Chamber- 
lain Farms, said it stopped 
producing and distribut¬ 
ing cantaloupe on Aug. 
16, when the FDA alerted 
him that the fruit could be 
tainted. 

“We've had no produc¬ 
tion,” he said. 

John Broadhead, an attor¬ 
ney for the farm, said it vol¬ 
untarily withdrew its canta¬ 
loupes last week and that 
all of its retail and whole¬ 
sale purchasers complied 
with the recall. □ 


ADAM NOSSITER 
© 2012 New York Times 

DAKAR, Senegal - A 
fierce cholera epidemic 
is spreading through the 
coastal slums of West Af¬ 
rica, killing hundreds and 
sickening many more in 
one of the worst regional 
outbreaks in years, health 
experts said. 

Cholera, transmitted 

through contact with con¬ 
taminated feces, was 
made worse this year by an 
exceptionally rainy season 
that flooded the sprawling 
shantytowns in Freetown 
and Conakry, the capitals 
of Sierra Leone and neigh¬ 
boring Guinea. 

In both countries, some 
two-thirds of the popula¬ 
tion lack toilets and def¬ 
ecate in the open, a po¬ 
tentially lethal threat in 
the rainy season because 
of the contamination of 
the water supply. Doctors 
Without Borders said there 
had been nearly twice as 
many cholera cases so far 
this year as there were in 
the same period in 2007 in 
Sierra Leone and Guinea. 
Already, about 13,000 
people suffering from the 
disease’s often fatal symp¬ 
toms - diarrhea, vomiting 
and severe dehydration - 
have been treated in those 
two countries, and 250 to 
300 have died, Doctors 
Without Borders said. 

In Sierra Leone, the govern¬ 
ment last week declared 
the cholera outbreak a 
national emergency, while 
aid workers in Guinea said 
the peak of the outbreak 
was not likely to have been 
reached. Both countries 
have been wracked by 
years of civil and political 
unrest, with Sierra Leone still 
recovering from a decade 
of bloody civil war that 
drove thousands from rural 
areas into the city's slums 
and Guinea emerging from 
a half-century of often bru¬ 
tal dictatorship. 

Rains have already con¬ 
tributed to cholera deaths 
in the landlocked nations 
of Mali and Niger as well, 
health officials said. 

Aid workers said the num¬ 
ber of cases of the highly 
contagious disease contin¬ 
ued to increase, particular¬ 
ly in Freetown, where most 


live in slums and children 
swim in polluted waters. 
Often, patients arriving at 
treatment centers arrive 
in poor condition - near 
death, in some cases. 

“They come barely con¬ 
scious because they are 
severely dehydrated,” said 
Natasha Reyes Ticzon, a 
cholera field coordinator 
for Doctors Without Bor¬ 
ders in Freetown. “We’ve 
had some deaths because 
they come too late. What's 
alarming is they get very ill, 
and very ill fast. The num¬ 
bers are still rising, and the 
rainy season has not ended 


yet.” 

There have been more 
than 11,600 cholera cases 
in Sierra Leone since Janu¬ 
ary, at least 216 of them fa¬ 
tal, according to the coun¬ 
try’s health minister, Zainab 
Bangura. In Guinea there 
have been 80 deaths out 
of 2,700 cases so far. More 
than 1,000 new cases a 
week are being recorded 
in Freetown, health officials 
said. 

“There has been heavy rain 
throughout the past month, 
and this is not helping,” said 
Daniel Mouque of Doctors 
Without Borders in Conakry. 
“The peak of the cholera 
outbreak comes right af¬ 
ter the rain stops. There is a 
realistic possibility that we 
haven’t reached the peak 
yet. Our numbers are way 
higher than in 2007.” 


The houses of cholera pa¬ 
tients are being sprayed 
with chlorine to stem the 
spread of the disease, 
Mouque said. 

In the 14 countries of West 
and Central Africa there 
have been 40,799 cholera 
cases this year, and 846 
deaths, with more than half 
the reported cases origi¬ 
nating in the Democratic 
Republic of Congo. 

UNICEF said those figures 
were comparable to the 
regional totals for 2011, 
when there were more 
than 105,000 cases and 
nearly 3,000 deaths in what 


was considered to be one 
of the region’s worst chol¬ 
era epidemics. 

Whereas last year's epi¬ 
demic was focused on the 
Lake Chad area of Cam¬ 
eroon, Nigeria, Chad and 
Niger, this year it is concen¬ 
trated on the coast. 

As in Freetown, sanitary 
conditions in Conakry are 
poor. “Garbage collection 
is highly irregular. There are 
piles of garbage every¬ 
where,” said Dr. Sakoba 
Keita, the Guinean govern¬ 
ment official in charge of 
fighting against diseases. 
“Lots of neighborhoods 
have no potable water.” 
On top of that, he said, con¬ 
taminated rainwater has 
infiltrated neighborhood 
wells, leading the authori¬ 
ties to try to disinfect water 
supplies with chlorineO 


FDA: 

SW Indiana cantaloupes 
shouldn’t be consumed 



Christiana Anderson, a nurse, covering Dauda, 14, who was suf¬ 
fering from chills, with a heating blanket at Wellington Cholera 
Treatment Center in Freetown, Sierra Leone, Aug. 21, 2012. The 
spread of cholera that is transmitted through contact with con¬ 
taminated feces was made worse this year by flooding in the 
sprawling shantytowns of Sierra Leone and Guinea. 

(Holly Pickett/Doctors Without Borders via The New York Times) 
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Microsoft revamps logo for 1st time in 25 years 
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This undated image provided by Microsoft shows a graphic of the evolution of the company’s logo from 1975 to 1987. Microsoft 
revealed a new corporate logo, Thursday, Aug. 23, 2012, the first revamp since February 1987. 
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MICHAEL LIEDTKE 
AP Technology Writer 
SAN FRANCISCO (AP) — 

Microsoft's corporate logo 
has a new look, setting the 
stage for a wave of prod¬ 
ucts designed to cast the 
world’s largest software 
maker in a new light. The 
makeover unveiled Thurs¬ 
day marks the first time 
that Microsoft Corp. has re¬ 
vamped its logo since Feb¬ 
ruary 1987. 

The Internet was barely 
around then, and cell¬ 
phones were considered a 
luxury. At the time, Micro¬ 
soft was putting the finish¬ 
ing touches on the second 
version of its Windows op¬ 
erating system. Two of Mi¬ 
crosoft’s biggest nemeses 

— Google Inc. co-founders 
Larry Page and Sergey Brin 

— were just 13 years old. 
And Apple Inc. co-founder 
Steve Jobs was just in the 
second year of an 11-year 
exile from the company 
that went on to invent the 
iPod, iPhone and iPad after 
he returned. 

By revamping its logo, Mi¬ 
crosoft is trying to signal that 
it has changed its thinking 
and its products to cater to 
people who are interacting 
with technology much dif¬ 
ferently than just a decade 
ago, let alone a quarter 
century. Now, more com¬ 
puting tasks are being 
done on touch-based de¬ 
vices such as smartphones 
and tablets instead of per¬ 
sonal computers tethered 
to keyboards and mice. 
Many software applica¬ 
tions are now supplied over 
high-speed Internet con¬ 
nections for a monthly fee 


instead of being installed 
on individual computers. 
Microsoft believes a radical 
change to Windows will en¬ 
sure that the company sur¬ 
vives the technological up¬ 
heaval. Windows 8, due to 
hit the market Oct. 26, dis¬ 
plays software applications 



Facebook says rather than 
adding a slew of new fea¬ 
tures, the company rebuilt 
the application from scratch 
to make it speedier and less 
clunky. 

Associated Press 


in a mosaic of tiles and 
has been engineered so it 
works on both touch-based 
tablets and traditional PCs. 
The company also is releas¬ 
ing its own Windows 8-pow- 
ered tablet to compete 
against the iPad, accom¬ 
panied by a new version of 


BARBARA ORTUTAY 
AP Technology Writer 

MENLO PARK, California 
(AP) — What was the big¬ 
gest complaint about 
Facebook's iPhone app? 
Users called it slow. 
Facebook Inc. is address¬ 
ing those gripes, with the 
launch of a new, faster ver¬ 
sion of the app for Apple's 
iPhone and iPad on Thurs¬ 
day. Rather than add a 
slew of new features, the 
company said it rebuilt the 
application from scratch to 
make it speedier and less 
clunky. 

At a recent demonstration 
at the company's Menlo 
Park, California, headquar- 


Office applications tailored 
for such devices. There also 
will be a Windows 8 operat¬ 
ing system for smartphones. 
The new logo ushers in 
“one of the most significant 
waves of product launches 
in Microsoft's history," Jeff 
Hansen, the company’s 


ters, the new iPhone app 
opened about twice as 
fast as the older version. 
Photos and comments also 
load faster. Users can now 
“like” comments on pho¬ 
tos, which wasn't possible 
with the previous mobile 
app. 

Mick Johnson, mobile 
product manager at Face- 
book, said programmers 
removed some lesser-used 
features, such as a way to 
view the app horizontally, 
to help speed it up. 

The mobile arena presents 
Facebook with its biggest 
challenge—and its biggest 
opportunity. That's where 
its user base is growing the 


general manager of brand 
strategy, wrote in a blog 
post Thursday. 

The redesign features the 
Microsoft name in a light¬ 
er, straight font called Se- 
goe to replace the italic 
bold type used in the old 
standby .□ 


most. At the end of June, 
Facebook had 543 million 
users who accessed it with 
a phone or tablet com¬ 
puter, up 67 percent from 
325 million a year earlier. 
Its overall user base grew 
29 percent over the same 
time period, to 955 million. 
But while Facebook ads 
are well-established on its 
website, the company only 
recently started experi¬ 
menting with mobile ad¬ 
vertisements. That's been 
a concern for investors, 
who've sent Facebook’s 
stock down by nearly half 
since the company's ini¬ 
tial public offering three 
months ago. □ 


Facebook updates iPhone app to speed it up 
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Stocks slump as hopes for Fed action languish 


CHRISTINA REXRODE 
AP Business Writer 
NEW YORK (AP) — Nobody 
ever said reading the Fed¬ 
eral Reserve was easy. 

On Wednesday, the Fed 
appeared to suggest it was 
closer to taking additional 
steps to help the U.S. econ¬ 
omy. Stocks rallied as a re¬ 
sult and finished the day 
well off their lows. 

But the prospect of Fed help 
seemed much less certain 
Thursday, and stocks fell. 
The Dow Jones industrial 
average lost 115.30 points 
to close at 13,057.46 — the 
biggest loss in more than 
a month and the Dow's 
fourth straight down day. 
James Bullard, president 
of the Fed’s St. Louis bank. 


told CNBC that the min¬ 
utes from the July 31-Aug. 
1 meeting were “stale” be¬ 
cause the economy had 
picked up since then. If it 
becomes “a bit stronger,” 
he said, the Fed will hold 
off. 

“He poured some water on 
the fire of the QE3 talk,” said 
Ryan Detrick, senior tech¬ 
nical strategist at Schaef¬ 
fer’s Investment Research 
in Cincinnati, using market 
slang for a Fed program of 
bond-buying to help the 
economy. 

But another Fed regional 
official, Chicago president 
Charles Evans, told report¬ 
ers in Beijing that he sup¬ 
ports further action by the 
Fed, an apparent affirma¬ 
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tion of the Fed minutes. 

The government reported 
that claims for unemploy¬ 
ment insurance rose last 
week, the second straight 
increase, which also hurt 
stocks. The Standard & 
Poor's 500 index fell 11.41 
points to 1,402.08. The Nas¬ 


daq composite index fell 
20.27 to 3,053.40. 
Benchmark oil fell 99 cents 
to $96.27 per barrel in New 
York. Slower growth cuts 
demand for oil, so trad¬ 
ers push the price down 
when they are nervous 
about the economy. 


Manufacturing activity 
fell to a nine-month low in 
China, the world’s second- 
largest economy after the 
United States. Some inves¬ 
tors expect that the gov¬ 
ernment there may have to 
step in more decisively to 
try to boost the economy. 
“It’s just a harsh reminder 
that the worldwide econ¬ 
omy continues to disap¬ 
point,” Detrick said. 
Investors who yanked 
money out of stocks and 
oil put it in metals instead. 
The price of gold rose 2 
percent, jumping $32.30 to 
$1,672.80 per ounce. Prices 
also rose for other metals. 
The euro hit a seven-week 
high against the dollar. 

But overall, news was slow, 
typical for the market’s tra¬ 
ditional August lull. 

The big events that could 
move the market lie ahead 
— Fed Chairman Ben Ber- 
nanke's speech in Wyo¬ 
ming later this month and 
a German court's ruling 
next month on whether the 
country can participate 
in a bailout for European 
countries. □ 



Specialist Joseph Mastrolia, center, works with traders on the 
floor of the New York Stock Exchange. On Wednesday, the Fed 
appeared to suggest it was closer to taking additional steps to 
help the U.S. economy and stocks rallied. But the prospect of 
Fed help seemed much less certain Thursday, and stocks fell. 
(AP Photo/Richard Drew) 


New-home sales match 2-year high 



A new home is under construction in Palo Alto, Calif., Tuesday, 
Aug. 21, 2012. Sales of new homes in the United States rose 3.6 
percent in July to match a two-year high reached in May, the 
latest sign of a steady recovery in the housing market. 

(AP Photo/Paul Sakuma) 


CHRISTOPHER S. RUGABER 
AP Economics Writer 
WASHINGTON (AP) — Sales 
of new homes in the United 
States rose 3.6 percent in 
July to match a two-year 
high reached in May, the 
latest sign of a steady recov¬ 
ery in the housing market. 
The Commerce Depart¬ 
ment said Thursday that 
new-home sales reached 


a seasonally adjusted an¬ 
nual rate of 372,000. That's 
the same as in May, which 
was the highest since April 
2010. 

The report is “the latest in 
a series of data points sug¬ 
gesting a durable housing 
recovery is underway," 
Dan Greenhaus, chief 
economic strategist at 
BTIG LLC, a brokerage firm. 


said in a note to clients. 

In the past 12 months, sales 
have jumped 25 percent. 
Still, the increase is from a 
historically low level. New- 
home sales remain well 
below the annual pace of 
700,000 that economists 
consider healthy. 

The housing market is mak¬ 
ing a modest but steady 
recovery in part because 
homes are more afford¬ 
able: Mortgage rates have 
fallen to near-record lows. 
Housing prices are about 
one-third lower than at the 
peak of the housing bub¬ 
ble in 2006. Those trends 
have helped lift sales of 
both new and previously 
occupied homes. 

Sales of previously occu¬ 
pied homes increased in 
July from June, the Na¬ 
tional Association of Real¬ 
tors said Wednesday. Sales 
have jumped 10 percent in 
the past year. 

Other recent reports also 
point to a recovery. Home 
prices have begun rising 
nationwide. □ 
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Applications for US unemployment aid up slightly 


past year. 

Other recent reports have 
contributed to the picture 
of a healing industry. Home 
prices are rising nationwide. 
And builders are growing 
increasingly confident be¬ 
cause they're seeing more 
traffic from potential buy¬ 
ers. An index of builder con¬ 
fidence rose to its highest 
level in five years in August. 
Builders responded by ap¬ 


plying for the largest num¬ 
ber of building permits in 
nearly four years last month. 
They broke ground on 
slightly fewer new homes in 
July than in June. But that 
was after the number of 
housing starts had reached 
a 3 1 /2-year high in June. 

In another positive sign, 
Americans boosted their 
retail spending in July by 
the most in five months, the 


Commerce Department 
said last week. That sug¬ 
gests yet more confidence 
in the economy. 

And factory output rose in 
July for the second straight 
month, according to a re¬ 
port Wednesday from the 
Federal Reserve. That raised 
hopes that manufactur¬ 
ers were recovering from a 
slowdown in the early sum¬ 
mer. □ 



Job seekers wait in line at a construction job fair in New York, 
Tuesday, Aug. 21, 2012. The number of people seeking unem¬ 
ployment benefits rose a slight 4,000 last week to a seasonally 
adjusted 372,000, evidence that the job market’s recovery re¬ 
mains modest and uneven. 

(AP Photo/Seth Wenig) 


CHRISTOPHER S. RUGABER 
AP Economics Writer 
WASHINGTON (AP) — The 

number of Americans seek¬ 
ing first-time unemployment 
benefits rose a slight 4,000 
last week to a seasonally 
adjusted 372,000, evidence 
that the job market’s recov¬ 
ery remains modest and 
uneven. 

The Labor Department said 
Thursday that the four-week 
average, a less volatile 
measure, increased 3,750 
to 368,000. 

Applications are a mea¬ 
sure of the pace of layoffs. 
When they fall consistently 
below 375,000, it gener¬ 
ally suggests hiring is strong 
enough to lower the unem¬ 
ployment rate. 

Applications have risen for 
two straight weeks. Some 
economists said that indi¬ 
cates that hiring in August 
may slow from July’s solid 
gain of 163,000 jobs. 

The increases “suggest ... 
that job growth continued 
in August, but at a slower 
rate than July’s pop," said 
Jennifer Lee, an economist 
at BMO Capital Markets. 
“So job growth there shall 
be, but not strong enough.” 
Weak hiring may prompt 
the Federal Reserve to take 
more action to stimulate 


the economy, Lee said. 
At the Fed’s last meeting, 
policymakers signaled that 
they were moving closer to 
launching another round of 
bond-buying, according to 
minutes released Wednes¬ 
day. The goal of more bond 
purchases would be to low¬ 
er longer-term interest rates 
to encourage more bor¬ 
rowing and spending. 
Meanwhile, fewer people 
continue to receive ben¬ 
efits. The total fell to 5.6 mil¬ 
lion in the week that ended 
Aug. 4, the latest period for 
which figures are available. 
That’s down about 110,000 
from the previous week. 
Some of that decline may 
have resulted from those 
out of work finding jobs. But 
many also likely exhausted 
all their benefits. 

The economy and job 
growth have been improv¬ 
ing a bit after falling into a 
midyear slump, though nei¬ 
ther is particularly strong. 
One area of improvement 
has been the housing mar¬ 
ket, which is slowly but 
steadily recovering. Sales 
of previously occupied 
homes rose 2.3 percent in 
July from June, the National 
Association of Realtors said 
Wednesday. Sales jumped 
more than 10 percent in the 
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AU2TOF TWDK0S-... 
keychain ft^r R9R 
ONE LITTLE /TH^MOUOE 
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Difficulty Level ★★★★ 8/24 


Sudoku is a number-placing puzzle based on 
a 9x9 grid with several given numbers. The 
object is to place the numbers 1 to 9 in the 
empty squares so that each row, each column 
and each 3x3 box contains the same number 
only once. The difficulty level of the Conceptis 
Sudoku increases from Monday to Sunday. 
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ACROSS 

1 Basinger or 
Kardashian 

4 Passenger 

9 Web surfer’s 
stop 

13 Name for an 
Irish girl 

15 Sidestep 

16 "Beware the_ 

of March” 

17 Strong wind 

18 Jokester 

19 _ year; 2012, 
for one 

20 Trenton’s state 

22 _ a living; 
support oneself 

23 Too inquisitive 

24 Felon, for short 

26 Narrow streets 

29 Field for many 

a Kennedy 

34 Speculate 

35 Thin sheet of 
wood on a wall 

36 Religious sister 

37 Concludes 

38 Completely full 

39 In this place 

40 Old horse 

41 Wrong 

42 Chutzpah 

43 _ Secretary 
Tim Geithner 

45 Linger 

46 Cloth scrap 

47 Housetop 

48 Drug pusher’s 
nemesis 

51 Quality of a 
healthy lawn 

56 "The Beehive 
State” 

57 Depart 

58 Raja’s wife 

60 Ripped 

61 Artist’s stand 

62 Slip sideways 
on an icy road 

63 Ship’s pole 

64 In a sneaky 
way 

65 Greek letter 

DOWN 

1 Small barrel 

2 Tehran’s nation 


3 5,280 feet 

4 Break in a kid’s 
school day 

5 Soap brand 

6 Water barriers 

7 Actress and 
singer Adams 

8 Heeded the 
advice of the 
trash company 

9 Noiseless 

10 Concept 

11 Drop of joy or 
sorrow 

12 Sports network 
14 Novelty 

21 Pleasures 

25 Word with 
motor or canola 

26 Representative 

27 Of the moon 

28 Shelf 

29 Pushover 

30 Small bills 

31 Still; lifeless 

32 Bend 

33 Derisive smile 
35 Couple 

38 Imports illegally 


39 Young cows 

41 Light _ feather 

42 Midday 

44 Bowman 

45 Missing 
companionship 

47 Enjoy oneself 

48 Crazy 

49 Perched upon 


50 _ avis; 
unusual person 

52 Authentic 

53 Not difficult 

54 “Oh, for Pete’s 
_r 

55 In a _; miffed 
59 Neighbor of 

Montana: abbr. 
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Struggling to recover from a cyberattack 


DARREN DAHL 
© 2012 New York Times 

In 2006, Peter Justen, a se¬ 
rial entrepreneur, founded 
MyBizHomepage, an on¬ 
line service that connected 
to companies’ QuickBooks 
accounting software to 
help business owners moni¬ 
tor their financial metrics. 
When the site went live in 
2008, it attracted significant 
media attention. It was free 
to use and the company 
planned to make money 
through advertising, a rec¬ 
ipe that appealed to Just- 
en’s investors, who valued 
the company at $100 mil¬ 
lion based on the vast po¬ 
tential they perceived. 

THE CHALLENGE: Rebuild¬ 
ing. After Justen fired his 
chief technology officer, 
strange things started hap¬ 
pening at MyBizHomep¬ 
age, including a series of 
cyberattacks that brought 
down the company’s soft¬ 
ware. 

THE BACKGROUND: Justen 
started MyBizHomepage in 
Middleburg, Va., five years 
after he and his co-found¬ 
ers had sold Pace Financial 
Network to TD Ameritrade, 
the online brokerage. Look¬ 
ing for a new challenge, 
Justen, a self-described 
numbers guy, began re¬ 
searching whether there 
was a need among small- 
business owners for help in 
understanding the financial 
ratios that drive their com¬ 
panies. He quickly deter¬ 
mined there was. He also 
knew that lots of small busi¬ 
nesses used QuickBooks 
to run their financials. “My 
idea,” Justen said, “was to 
simplify things for business 
owners to give them an 
easy way to see the prob¬ 
lems and opportunities in 
the numbers of their busi¬ 
ness.” Justen and a team 
of programmers spent the 
next two years working on 
the prototype for MyBi¬ 
zHomepage, which would 
use a series of algorithms 
to analyze data culled 
from QuickBooks and cre¬ 
ate financial performance 
indicators that would be 
displayed as a financial 
dashboard for each busi¬ 
ness. One popular feature, 
for example, monitored a 
company's accounts re¬ 


ceivable balance. When 
the balance exceeded a 
set threshold, the software 
would send an alert. 


“The idea was that by 
checking in on their key 
numbers every day, a 
business owner could see 
where he was headed,” 
Justen said. To help fuel the 
company’s growth, Justen 
turned to several inves¬ 
tors to raise capital. They 
included Joe Silbaugh, 


a real estate developer, 
and Bryan Elicker, a friend 
of Silbaugh's who sold a 
coffin company in 2007. In 


2008, Justen and his inves¬ 
tors, who also served on his 
board, faced an interesting 
decision: They had a tenta¬ 
tive offer to sell the compa¬ 
ny for a price close to their 
own valuation. But Justen 
and his board decided not 
to sell. 

“We hadn’t yet tapped the 


potential of the product, 
especially among a global 
audience," he said, not¬ 
ing that the company had 
barely 6,000 customers us¬ 
ing the system at the time. 
Apparently the decision 
not to sell did not sit well 
with the company’s chief 
technology officer. Justen 
said he was soon told that 
the officer, a longtime as¬ 
sociate, had teamed up 
with two other senior of¬ 
ficers in the company in 
an effort to start a com¬ 
peting company. Justen 
said he learned of the new 
venture from one of his in¬ 
vestors who had been ap¬ 
proached about joining 
the group. Furious, Justen 
fired the chief technology 
officer and his cohort, and 
instructed his lawyer to 
send them a cease-and- 
desist letter. That was when 
the real trouble began. 
After Justen fired his chief 
technology officer, the 
MyBizHomepage began 
to crash regularly. Justen 
and his board members 
also found that someone 
had hacked into their 
personal email and Face- 
book accounts and had 
begun sending people on 
their contact list messag¬ 
es impugning the ethics 
of Justen and the board 
members. □ 


Classifieds 

FOR RENT 

Time Shares for rent / sale 
Aruba Beach Club Superior Rm, 
sleeps 4, starts on aug. 25 to 
September 1, $395 rent 
$3400 buy. 

E-mail: rmwimw@aol.com 
US 508-651-0016 

196666 


MASSAGE: 

Do you want relax your body? 
we offers: Sports, deep tissue, 
shiatsu, swedhys, the best. 
Professional massagista. 

Call 740-9289 

196488 

NAILS 

Full set gel nails $25 

Refills $20 

Pedicure $20 

nail courses in gel nails 
manicure + pedicure 
Call: 567-1166 
Open mon-sat 9 am -9 pm 

196683 


Tel: / 503-7404 

Sclutlond str. 70 



,„d your Stay 



Quality Apartments 

Sfiidie 6 . Loft *pts. "fully Fumi’fihetf 

^iCitchfth / Adrco / Cable TV P-e-al 

Lers thyi ] from Eagle freaeh A 4 supefmflj'kets. 

Feci free ta contact or ^isit ue. 

JWfln - Fi^i: 8prfl-?pni. Set £ “SVn-SpfTv 



BARGAIN SALE 


Alto Vista "76B 

► House built on 783 sq.m on property land 

► 4 bedrooms, 4 bathrooms and fully airconditioned 

► Built-up area 543 sq.m swimming pool and BBQ area 

► Covered car port, fenced garden with fruit trees 

► Market value Awg. 800,000 Owner moved to Bonaire 

► Will accept Awg. 473,500 or US$ 250,000 

if Call: (297) 586-2255 or 733601 



Peter Justen, a founder of MyBizHomepage, in Tysons Corner, 
Va., Aug. 20, 2012. After Justen fired the company’s chief tech¬ 
nology officer, a series of cyberattacks brought down the com¬ 
pany's software. 

(Daniel Rosenbaum/The New York Times) 


DOCTOR 

ON DUTY 


ORANJESTAD 


24 August 

Dr. Wijngaarde 

Pharmacy on duty 

ORANJESTAD: 


f 


Botica Dakota Tel: 588-7364 


SAN NICOLAAS: 


Botica Servicio Seroe Preto Tel: 584-4833 


Police 

100 

Fire Dept. 

115 

Fire Dept. II 

582-1108 

Police Tipline 

11141 

Hospital 

527-4000 

Oranjestad 

Ambulance 

582-1234 

Police 

582-4000 

San Nicolas 

Ambulance 

584-5050 

Police Station 

584-5000 

BGD San Nicolas 

584-1606 

Valero Security 

584-1720 



Police 


Police 
Oranjestad 
Noord 
Sta. Cruz 
Savaneta 
San Nicolas 


581- 1100 

582- 4000 
587-0009 
585-4710 
584-7000 
584-5000 


Emergency fiSii& 

Numbers 


Emergency 



OlES^ 


Services 


Information 

Setar 

Taxi 

Taxi- Tas 
Profesional Taxi 
Taxi D.T.S. 
Service Aruba 


118 

582-5151 

582- 2116 

587- 5900 

588- 0035 
587-2300 

583- 3232 


CRUISE SHIP 



August 29 Freewinds 


Aruba Airport Tel:524-2424 

American Airlines Tel: 582-2700 

Avianca Tel: 588-0059 

Dutch Antilles Tel: 588-1900 

Insel Air Tel: 588-9314 

Jet Blue Tel: 588-2244 

Spirit Airlines Tel: 582-7117 

Suriname Airways Tel: 582-7896 

Tiara Air Tel: 588-4272 

Venezolana Tel: 583-7674 


Foundation 
Fellowship Clinic 

Tel: 584-6440 

Alcoholism & Drug Addiction, 
Anonymity guaranteed 

Foundation Anti-Droga 
Aruba 

(FADA) Tel: 583-2999 

Foundation 

Respetami 

Tel: 582-4433 

Diabetic Foundation 
Arubano 

Tel: 583-3808 

Narcotics Anonymous 

Tel: 583-8989 

Foundation Amor 
pa Prohimo 

Tel: 583-3354 / 586-6976 

Women in Difficulties 
Foundation 

Tel: 583-5400 
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Organizers meet to create $100B climate fund 


JOHN HEILPRIN 
Associated Press 
GENEVA (AP) — A new 

global fund on climate 
change that aims to chan¬ 
nel $100 billion a year in aid 
to poor countries selected 
officials from South Africa 
and Australia as its leaders 
at its first meeting Thursday. 
The U.N.’s Green Climate 
Fund — created as part of 
a deal struck in December 
2011 at the 194-nation cli¬ 
mate talks in Durban, South 
Africa — will be led by Za- 
heer Fakir, head of inter¬ 
national relations for South 
Africa’s environment agen¬ 
cy, and Ewen McDonald, 
deputy head of Australia’s 
international development 
agency, the fund said in a 
statement. 

In what is hoped will serve 
as a new model of climate 
financing, the fund would 
receive and distribute $100 
billion that rich nations 
have pledged annually by 
2020 to help poorer coun¬ 
tries adapt to changing 
climate conditions and to 
move toward low-carbon 
economic growth. 

The commitment to pro¬ 
vide those billions in cli- 



PICKERING SPA 

C5_ _Cl 

Escort & Massage 

The best recommended 
one on the Island! 
Anything goes., no rules! 

* Choice of the best petite 
“Look & feel girls in Aruba 

* Special 2 for 1 massage 

* Full service massage 

* In-and Out-call service 

* Delivery in 15 minutes 
to your hotel 

* Free pick-up & Drop-off 

* We host Bachelor & 
Bachelorette Parties 

* Airport & Hotel Shuttle 
and Transfer services 

* We accept cash and any 
credit card. 

' vxjjl 


CALL US AT 566-6669 



Glaciers melting due to climate change. A new global fund on climate change that aims to channel $100 billion a year in aid to poor 
countries selected officials from South Africa and Australia as its leaders at its first meeting Thursday. 

Associated Press 


mate aid through the new 
“green” fund came as part 
of a hard-fought agree¬ 
ment in Durban that was 
meant to set a new course 
for the global fight against 
climate change for the 
coming decades. 

But the U.N.-brokered cli¬ 
mate agreement did not 
specify how that money 
would be mobilized, and a 
series of technical decisions 
on how and where it should 
be run and even how it 
could raise those funds 
were put off for later. 


Meeting in Geneva by in¬ 
vitation of the Swiss gov¬ 
ernment, the fund’s new 
24-member board began 
by organizing itself, setting 
rules and hearing offers 
from six nations that would 
like to host the fund's op¬ 
erations: Germany, Mexico, 
Namibia, Poland, South Ko¬ 
rea and Switzerland. 

Swiss Cabinet member Do¬ 
ris Leuthard, who directs 
the Federal Department of 
the Environment, Transport, 
Energy and Communica¬ 
tions, welcomed the board 
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to Geneva for the fund’s 
inaugural three-day meet¬ 
ing, which runs through 
Saturday. She also began 
pressing the Swiss case for 
serving as the fund’s long- 
range hosts. 

The initial meeting in Ge¬ 
neva was set back for 
months by bureaucratic 
delays. Advocacy groups 
say the U.N.-administered 
fund can’t get going fast 
enough but want to en¬ 
sure it remains transparent 
to outside observation and 
participation. 

“The timing really couldn’t 
be more urgent. In the U.S. 
alone, we've heard all 
these stories about droughts 
and massive crop dam¬ 
age and rampant wildfires 
this summer with concerns 
over rising food prices," 
said Brandon Wu, a senior 
policy analyst at Action- 
Aid USA. “A lot of scientists 
have linked the summer’s 
weather trends to climate 
change, and it's only going 
to get worse by the end of 


the century. The effects are 
even more severe in devel¬ 
oping countries, where vul¬ 
nerable smallholder farmers 
don’t have the protection 
of things that we have here 
like crop insurance and so¬ 
cial safety nets.” 

The fund was created in 
addition to the $30 billion 
in “fast-track financing” 
for poor countries that rich 
nations agreed to provide 
at the December 2009 cli¬ 
mate talks in Copenhagen. 
The Green Climate Fund is 
envisioned as the world’s 
biggest financier for help¬ 
ing the developing world 
mitigate and adapt to cli¬ 
mate change from 2020 
onward. 

The board's members in¬ 
clude a Chinese assistant 
finance minister, a U.S. dep¬ 
uty assistant treasury secre¬ 
tary, a Russian deputy chief 
in the president’s office, a 
Danish central banker, a 
Czech deputy finance min¬ 
ister, a Bangladeshi environ¬ 
ment minister, and a Paki¬ 
stani U.N. ambassador. □ 


The First A Only Legal One in Aruba Since 1997 

IN & OUT CALL 
FREE PICKUP 


Yap Yum 


Massage Service 




ar ufaac scort3@hot nia i L 

Safe Tours to the Red Light District with private guide: 24 Hours Straight Service 

A 3 Hours tour Includes a FREE Bottle of Wine 7 Days a Week ANYTIME 
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We service Men, 

Women & Couples 


■ We Guarantee 
Quality, Service & Reliability 
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ENTERTAINMENT 


ABC Family orders Jennifer 
Lopez-produced TV pilot 

LOS ANGELES (AP) — ABC 
Family says it green-lighted 
a series pilot from Jennifer 
Lopez’s production com¬ 
pany about a lesbian cou¬ 
ple and their diverse family. 

ABC Family said Thursday 
the comedy-drama pilot, 
titled “The Fosters,” is about 
two women raising a “21st 
century,” multi-ethnic mix 
of foster and biological 
kids. 

Lopez will be an executive 
producer for the hour-long 
project. Casting was not 
announced. 

Her company, Nuyorican, 
is in development on other 
TV series, including “Tam¬ 
ing Ben Taylor,” a roman¬ 
tic comedy starring the 
actress-singer, and “Sweet 

Little 15," a Mexican girl’s coming-of-age story. 

Lopez, who recently exited “American Idol” as a judge, 
also is developing films through her company.Q 

‘Hairspray’ producers Zadan, 
Meron to run Oscars 

LOS ANGELES (AP) 

— The producing 
team that helped 
to create such mu¬ 
sicals as “Chicago” 
and “Hairspray” is 
overseeing the next 
Academy Awards 
ceremony. 

Academy man¬ 
agement an¬ 

nounced Thursday 
that Craig Zadan 
and Neil Meron will 
produce the 85th 
annual Oscars that 
will air live Feb. 24 
on ABC. 

Zadan and Mer¬ 
on were execu¬ 
tive producers on 
2002's “Chicago,” 
which won six Os¬ 
cars, including best 
picture. They also 
were producers on 

the 2007 hits “Hairspray” and “The Bucket List" and last 
year’s remake of “Footloose.” Zadan also produced the 
1984 original “Footloose.” 

Among Zadan and Meron’s TV credits are the series 
“Smash,” "A Raisin in the Sun” and the upcoming “Steel 
Magnolias.” On Broadway, their work includes Tony 
Award-winning revivals of “How to Succeed in Business 
Without Really Trying” and “Promises, Promises.”□ 


This Nov. 15, 2007 file photo shows 
Craig Zadan, left, and Neil Meron, 
producers of the film “Hairspray” at 
the Santa Barbara International Film 
Festival's Kirk Douglas Award for Ex¬ 
cellence in Film presented to actor 
John Travolta in Santa Barbara, Calif. 
Associated Press 


In this photo provided by 
the Las Vegas News Bureau, 
Jennifer Lopez performs at 
Mandalay Bay Events Center 
in Las Vegas Saturday, Aug. 
18, 2012. 

Associated Press 




B.B. King: Intimate show in 
Mississippi homecoming 



In this Aug. 22, 2012 photograph, an 86-year-old B.B. King thrills 
a crowd of several hundred people at the 32nd annual B.B. King 
Homecoming, a concert on the grounds of an old cotton gin 
where he worked as a teenager many years ago, in Indianola, 
Miss. 

Associated Press 


HOLBROOK MOHR 
Associated Press 
INDIANOLA, Mississippi (AP) 
— A crescent moon hung 
over the Mississippi Delta 
as a legendary bluesman 
crept onto the stage. He sat 
in a folding chair, grabbed 
a guitar, and introduced 
each member of his band. 
Then, as if it was needed, 
he introduced himself. 

“I guess you can look at me 
and tell I’m the old man. 
My name is B.B. King.” 

At 86, King may be grayer 
and slower than he used to 
be, but there's no question¬ 
ing his ability to please fans. 
King performed for about 
an hour Wednesday night 
on an outdoor stage at 
the B.B. King Museum and 
Delta Interpretive Center in 
Indianola, built on the site 
of a cotton gin where he 
worked as teenager while 
growing up in the impover¬ 
ished delta. 

King was born in Leflore 
County but spent time in 
several cities, including In¬ 


dianola, Kilmichael and 
Lexington. He was honored 
earlier this week in Kilmi¬ 
chael with a marker on the 
Mississippi Blues Trail, which 
memorializes and markets 
Mississippi as the birthplace 
of the blues. 

The 32nd annual B.B. King 
Homecoming was Indiano- 


la’s turn to celebrate. The 
crowd was young and old, 
from as far Britain, or from 
just down the street. 

“This is one chance in a life¬ 
time,” said Luke Woodcock 
of Bristol, England, who 
ended up at the show al¬ 
most by chance as he was 
touring the United States 


Salma Hayek: ‘I am proud 
to be Mexican 



In this Feb. 15, 2012 file photo, actress Salma Hayek arrives for 
the screening of the film, “As Luck Would Have It “ (La Chispa 
De La Vida), at the 62 edition of International Film Festival 
Berlinale, in Berlin. 

Associated Press 


SANDY COHEN 
AP Entertainment Writer 
LOS ANGELES (AP) — Salma 
Hayek says she is proud to 
be Mexican and that com¬ 
ments suggesting otherwise 
were “lost in translation." 
The 45-year-old actress is¬ 
sued a statement Thurs¬ 
day after German Vogue 
magazine quoted her as 


saying she “hardly had any 
memories of what it is to be 
Mexican.” 

“I have never denied my 
background or my culture,” 
Hayek says in the statement 
released by publicist Cari 
Ross. “I have taught my 
child to embrace her Mexi¬ 
can heritage, to love my 
first language, Spanish, to 


learn about Mexican histo¬ 
ry, music, folk art, food, and 
even the Mexican candy I 
grew up with. I have always 
been an active part of my 
community. I have tried my 
whole life to represent my 
Mexican roots with honor 
and pride. It saddens me 
when my words are lost in 
translation and taken out of 
context to hurt the people 
of Mexico, whom I love.” 
Hayek graces the cover of 
the magazine and gives an 
interview about her role as 
the leader of a Mexican 
drug cartel in the Oliver 
Stone drama “Savages.” 
This is not the first time 
Hayek has made pub¬ 
lic comments about her 
Mexican background that 
have drawn attention. 
Last year, she remarked 
to a reporter in Spanish, “If 
it wasn't because of my 
high heels, I would still be 
in Coatzacoalcos with 10 
children.”□ 
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Hip-hop shifts anti-gay tone as rights issues rise 


MESFIN FEKADU 
AP Music Writer 
NEW YORK (AP) — For years, 
anti-gay epithets and senti¬ 
ments in rap have largely 
been accepted, along 
with its frequent misogyny 
and violence, as part of 
the hip-hop culture — a 
culture that has been slow 
to change, even as gays 
enjoy more mainstream 
acceptance. 

But a shift appears to be on 
the horizon. 

“People are learning how 
to live and get along more, 
and accept people for 
who they are and not bash 
them or hurt them because 
they're different,” Snoop 
Dogg said in a recent inter¬ 
view. 

Frank Ocean may be 
largely responsible. The ris¬ 
ing star, who revealed on 
his blog last month that 
his first love was a man, is 
technically an R&B singer. 
But he has produced and 
collaborated with some of 
music’s top hip-hop acts, 
from Jay-Z to Andre 3000 
to Kanye West to Nas. 
He’s also co-written songs 
for Beyonce, Justin Bieber 
and John Legend and is a 
member of the alternative 
rap group Odd Future. 
“When I was growing up, 
you could never do that 
and announce that,” 
Snoop said of Ocean’s rev¬ 
elation. “There would be 
so much scrutiny and hate 
and negativity, and no 



In this Nov. 17, 2011 file pho¬ 
to, Frank Ocean arrives at the 
16th annual GQ “Men of the 
Year” party in Los Angeles. 
There has been a small shift 
with homophobia’s standing 
in hip-hop, and that's partially 
thanks to Frank Ocean, who 
revealed on his blog in July 
2012 that his first love was a 
man. 

Associated Press 

one would step (forward) 
to support you because 
that's what we were brain¬ 
washed and trained to 
know.” 

When 24-year-old Ocean 
made his announcement, 
he received a ton of sup¬ 
port from the music world, 
mainly through Twitter and 
blogs, including encour¬ 
aging words from 50 Cent, 
Nas, Jamie Foxx, Def Jam 
Records founder Russell 
Simmons, Beyonce and 



American pop singer Lady Gaga arrives at Vilnius airport in Vil¬ 
nius, Lithuania, Monday, Aug. 20, 2012. Lady Gaga will hold a 
concert in Vilnius as part of her Europe tour. 

Associated Press 



In this Feb. 21, 2001 file photo, Elton John, left, and Eminem ap¬ 
pear together after performing a duet near the end of the 43rd 
annual Grammy Awards, at the Staples Center in Los Angeles. 

Associated Press 


Flea of the Red Hot Chili 
Peppers. Even Ocean's 
Odd Future band mate, 
Tyler, the Creator, showed 
some love, though he’s 
used homophobic slurs in 
his songs. 

“(The support for Frank is) 
an extension of the overall 
kind of support we're see¬ 
ing across the country for 
LGBT people, and not just 
in a broad sense, but spe¬ 
cifically from iconic mem¬ 
bers of the black commu¬ 
nity,” said Daryl Hannah, 
gay rights group GLAAD’s 
director of media and 
community partnerships, 
who namedropped Presi¬ 
dent Barack Obama and 
Jay-Z as those leading the 
change. 

While the support for 
Ocean is strong, and some 


rappers — including Nicki 
Minaj — have said a gay 
rapper will soon hit the 
music scene, it's still hard 
to imagine that the male- 
dominated, macho rap 
world could include a gay 
performer. 

Anti-gay sentiments have 
been entrenched in hip- 
hop for decades. Dar¬ 
ryl “D.M.C.” McDaniels of 
the iconic rap group Run 
D.M.C., says it was the norm 
for years. 

“You would have had 50 
rappers jump on a song, 
diss the gay people be¬ 
cause it's cool," said D.M.C. 
That attitude has abated 
little, even as other parts of 
the entertainment industry 
have curtailed what many 
consider to be anti-gay ma¬ 
terial. (Last year, Universal 


U.S. toymaker may settle 
lawsuit against 
Lady Gaga 


NEW YORK (AP) — The 

toy company behind 
the Bratz doll line says it's 
working toward settling a 
New York lawsuit accusing 
Lady Gaga of sabotaging 
a deal to make a doll in 
her likeness.Manufacturer 
MGA Entertainment Inc. 
says in a court document 
filed Wednesday there has 
been “progress” toward 
resolving the case. It says 
it anticipates “further pur¬ 
suit of settlement in the up¬ 
coming days.” 

Lawyers for the company 


and Lady Gaga haven’t re¬ 
turned calls made Thursday 
seeking comment. 

Van Nuys, California-based 
MGA Entertainment filed 
the more than $10 million 
lawsuit last month. It said 
Lady Gaga’s representa¬ 
tives stopped cooperating 
with the doll project after 
MGA Entertainment spent 
more than $1 million. 

The dolls were to play snip¬ 
pets of the singer’s music. 

A Lady Gaga representa¬ 
tive has called the lawsuit 
“ill-conceived. 


Pictures altered a trailer for 
the movie “Dilemma" be¬ 
cause a character called 
a car “gay.") 

Eminem was targeted by 
groups like GLAAD for his in¬ 
cessant slurs against gays, 
a role that now seems to 
be embodied by Tyler, 
the Creator, in his raps. Lil 
Wayne recently used a slur 
on Chris Brown’s “Look at 
Me Now," a Grammy-nom- 
inated Top 10 pop hit and 
No. 1 rap and R&B song. 
There are also terms like 
“no homo" and “pause” 
used in the hip-hop com¬ 
munity after an utterance 
to acknowledge that what 
was said does not have 
any homosexual intent. 

In an interview, Wu-Tang’s 
Ghostface Killah recent¬ 
ly explained the genre’s 
stance toward gays like 
this: “For the most part I 
think that hip-hop is, you 
know, we always have 
been open-minded to a 
lot of things. It’s just certain 
things we just — we don’t 
deal with."When asked if 
a gay rapper could make 
it in hip-hop, Raekwon, an¬ 
other Wu-Tang member, 
said: “I mean, I don’t know. 
I guess that's a question we 
all want to know." 

When asked the same 
question. Snoop said with 
a laugh: “There might be 
some openly gay rappers 
in hip-hop that’s having 
success — for real. 

You never know. There 
might be some(one) right 
now that hasn't pulled 
a Frank Ocean yet, 
that hasn't jumped out 
of the closet to the liv¬ 
ing room to make that 
announcement."Ice-T said 
he could see a gay rapper 
on the scene — depending 
on what kind of rap he or 
she performed. 

“I’ve done hardcore hip- 
hop in my life where mascu¬ 
linity is at a premium. At this 
moment right now, we're in 
the world of pop-rap and it 
doesn’t really matter right 
now. These guys are sing¬ 
ing, it's pop music and be¬ 
ing in pop and gay is OK,” 
he said. “It would be diffi¬ 
cult to listen to a gay gang¬ 
ster rapper ... If you're a 
gangster rapper like myself 
and Ice Cube 
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In colonial America, conven¬ 
tional wisdom held that women 
could not get pregnant unless 
they enjoyed the sex. 

People, who would have thought 
I’d have an opportunity to bring 
up this factoid right in the middle 
of a presidential race? Thank 
you, Rep. Todd Akin of Missouri! 
Without you, we might have 
been condemned to spend to¬ 
day reinvestigating the Congres¬ 
sional Budget Office Medicare 
cost projections. 

But, instead, we are going to 
deconstruct the now-legendary 
explanation from Akin of how, in 
cases of “legitimate rape,” wom¬ 
en’s bodies will “shut that whole 
thing down” before pregnancy 
occurs. 

Akin, a U.S. Senate nominee, 
has a reputation for, shall we 
say, thinking outside the box. It 
was not for nothing that the in¬ 
cumbent, Claire McCaskill, had 
targeted him as the Republican 
I’d Most Like to Run Against. Mc¬ 
Caskill was particularly attracted 
by his comparison of federal stu¬ 
dent loans to “Stage 3 cancer.” 
And then there was his vote 
against the school lunch pro¬ 
gram. 

But all that paled next to his an¬ 
ti-abortion disquisition during a 
recent TV interview. In very few 
words, Akin managed to make 
three points. One was that rape 
victims can’t get pregnant. This 
theory goes back to our forefa¬ 
thers, who believed that in order 
for our foremothers to conceive, 
“the womb must be in a state of 
delight.” 

“They never asked the women,” 
said Margaret Marsh, the co-au¬ 
thor of “The Empty Cradle,” a his¬ 
tory of infertility in America. 

The idea never entirely faded 
away, possibly because it re¬ 
flects so well on male lovemaking 
prowess. (Failure to conceive, by 
the same rule, was all because 
of female frigidity.) Since Akin’s 
debacle, we’ve learned that 
a former member of Congress 
once told the House Appropria¬ 
tions Committee that when peo¬ 
ple “are truly raped, the juices 
don’t flow, the body functions 
don’t work and they don’t get 
pregnant.” And that James Leon 
Holmes, a federal judge currently 
hearing cases in Arkansas, once 
said that “concern for rape vic¬ 
tims is a red herring because 
conceptions from rape occur 
with approximately the same fre¬ 
quency as snowfall in Miami.” 
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The Sexual 
Spirit Of ‘76 



Just Think No 


This line of thinking is also famil¬ 
iar to David Wiley, a professor of 
health education at Texas State 
University who co-authored a 
study on what Texas school dis¬ 
tricts were actually teaching their 
students in sex education classes. 
(He was inspired, he said, when 
“a sincere male student asked 
aloud, ‘What is my risk for cervical 
cancer?”’) Searching through 
the websites of groups that were 
providing program material to 
the districts, Wiley found one that 
announced: “If the woman is dry, 
the sperm will die.” 

So the first part of Akin’s com¬ 
ment is not the product of his 
unique imagination. It’s still being 
repeated all over the country, 
perhaps out of veneration for the 
thoughts of the founding fathers. 
Part two was Akin’s mention 
of “legitimate rape.” This is the 
piece that had every main¬ 
stream Republican honcho in the 
country calling on Akin to drop 
out of the race. Karl Rove pulled 
the plug on his money. Paul Ryan 
reportedly got on the phone and 
begged Akin to go away for the 
good of the team. (The team, or 
at least the Paul Ryan part of it, 
had once sponsored anti-abor¬ 
tion legislation with Akin that re¬ 
ferred to “forcible rape” in the 
same cringe-inducing fashion.) 
But it’s the third point in Akin’s 
comment that’s really important 
for this election. Before he got 
sidetracked into colonial-era bi¬ 
ology, the veteran House mem¬ 
ber was trying to explain why he 
opposes abortion even in the 
case of rape. “But let’s assume 
that maybe that didn’t work or 
something,” Akin said, referring to 
the miraculous female shutdown 
mechanism that he’d discov¬ 
ered. The rapist, he continued, 
should be punished, but not “the 
child.” This is a perfectly consis¬ 
tent theological doctrine. If you 
believe that every fertilized egg 
is a human being, with the same 
sacred rights as a newborn baby, 
then, obviously, you are not going 
to want it to be aborted, no mat¬ 
ter how it came into the world. 
Politicians who say they oppose 
all abortions are making perfect 
sense, except for the part where 
they try to impose their doctrinal 
beliefs on the vast majority of the 
country, which does not share 
that particular religious convic¬ 
tion. It’s the abortion-except- 
for-rape-and-incest position that 
doesn’t compute. Rape victims, 
yes, but not a 14-year-old who 
was impregnated by her 15-year- 
old boyfriend? The impoverished 
mother of six kids whose birth 
control method failed? There’s 
no way to set the worthy-of-com- 
passion bar unless you trust wom¬ 
en to set it for themselves. 

Maybe Akin’s real sin is that he ex¬ 
posed the phoniness of the rape- 
and-incest exception, which is 
just an attempt to make radical 
extremism look moderate. That 
and the theory of the delighted 
womb.Q 
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WASHINGTON - There’s some¬ 
thing trying about an unforgiv¬ 
ing man suddenly in need of 
forgiveness. 

Yet Todd Akin is right. He 
shouldn’t have to get out of the 
U.S. Senate race in Missouri sim¬ 
ply for saying what he believes. 
He reflects a severe stance on 
abortion that many in his party 
embrace, including the new 
vice presidential candidate. 

“I talk about one word, one sen¬ 
tence, one day out of place, 
and, all of a sudden, the entire 
establishment turns on you,” 
Akin complained to the con¬ 
servative radio talk-show host 
Dana Loesch on Tuesday as he 
spurned pleas from Mitt Romney 
and other GOP big shots to abort 
his bid. He continued: “They just 
ran for cover at the first sign of 
any gunfire, and I think we need 
to rush to the gunfire.” 

He’s right again. Other Republi¬ 
cans are trying to cover up their 
true identity to get elected. Even 
as party leaders attempted to 
lock the crazy uncle in the attic 
in Missouri, they were doing their 
own crazy thing down in Tampa, 
Fla., by reiterating language in 
their platform calling for a no-ex¬ 
ceptions constitutional amend¬ 
ment outlawing abortion, even 
in cases of rape, incest and 
threat to the life of the mother. 
Paul Ryan, who teamed up 
with Akin in the House to spon¬ 
sor harsh anti-abortion bills, may 
look young and hip and new 
generation, with his iPod full of 
heavy metal jams and his cute 
kids. But he’s just a fresh face on 
a Taliban creed - the evermore 


antediluvian, anti-women, anti¬ 
immigrant, anti-gay conserva¬ 
tive core. Amiable in khakis and 
polo shirts, Ryan is the perfect 
modern leader to rally medieval 
Republicans who believe that 
Adam and Eve cavorted with 
dinosaurs. 

In asserting that women have 
the superpower to repel rape 
sperm, Akin ratcheted up the 
old chauvinist argument that 
gals who wear miniskirts and 
high-heels are “asking” for rape; 
now women who don’t have 
the presence of mind to con¬ 
jure up a tubal spasm, a drone 
hormone, a magic spermicidal 
secretion or mere willpower to 
block conception during rape 
are “asking” for a baby. 

“The biological facts are per¬ 
haps inconvenient, but whether 
the egg meets the sperm is a 
matter of luck or prevention,” 
says Dr. Paul Blumenthal, a pro¬ 
fessor of obstetrics and gynecol¬ 
ogy who directs the Stanford 
Program for International Repro¬ 
ductive Education and Services. 
“If wishing that ‘I won’t get preg¬ 
nant right now’ made it so, we 
wouldn’t need contraceptives.” 
When you wish upon a rape. 
Blumenthal is alarmed that Akin 
is a member of the House Com¬ 
mittee on Science, Space and 
Technology. 

“What is very disturbing to me 
is that people like Mr. Akin who 
have postulated this secret 
mechanism for avoiding preg¬ 
nancy have developed their 
own make-believe world of sci¬ 
ence based on entirely self-serv¬ 
ing beliefs of convenience or 
just ignorance,” he said. “I don't 
think we want these people to 
be responsible for the lives of 
others.” But, for all the Republi¬ 
can cant about how they want 
to keep government out of the 
lives of others, the ultraconser¬ 
vatives are panting to meddle 
in the lives of others. Contrary 
to President Barack Obama’s 
refreshing assertion Monday 
that a bunch of male politicians 
shouldn’t be making health care 


decisions for women, this trog¬ 
lodyte tribe of men and Bach- 
mann-esque women craves 
that responsibility. 

“Next we’ll be trying to take 
away the vote from women,” la¬ 
mented Alex Castellanos, a Re¬ 
publican strategist who advised 
Romney in the 2008 race. “How 
can we be the party of cool and 
make the generational leap for¬ 
ward when we have these re¬ 
cidivist ideas at the very core of 
our base?” 

Akin defended the incendiary 
comment he made on a Mis¬ 
souri TV show - “If it’s a legitimate 
rape, the female body has ways 
to try to shut that whole thing 
down” - by saying he wasn’t 
talking about rapists being legiti¬ 
mate, but rather “false claims” 
of rape, “like those made in Roe 
versus Wade.” He said he meant 
to say “forcible rape.” Oh, that’s 
ever so much better. 

Akin, Ryan et al. have made it 
their business to designate which 
rapes are legitimate, joining up 
to push Orwellian legislation last 
year to narrow the definition of 
rape to “forcible rape.” 

And Mitt, who was for abor¬ 
tion rights (except for Mormons 
he counseled) before he was 
against them, in his last presiden¬ 
tial bid went after the endorse¬ 
ment of Dr. John Willke, a former 
president of the National Right to 
Life Committee and father of the 
inanity about rape victims being 
able to turn back sperm if they 
put their mind and muscles to it. 
The nutty doctor hypothesized: 
“This is a traumatic thing. She’s, 
shall we say, she’s uptight.” Add¬ 
ing, “She is frightened, tight, and 
so on. And sperm, if deposited in 
her vagina, are less likely to be 
able to fertilize. The tubes are 
spastic.” 

Akin is right in saying this race 
should be about “who we are as 
a people.” 

It should also be about who they 
are. They are people who want 
to be in your life, deep in your 
life, even when they say they 
don’t. □ 
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Drop the pasta, Dad, and no one gets hurt 



John Donohue, right, a food writer, having dinner with his family at their home in New York, Aug. 
9, 2012. For dads, adopting a healthy diet can be hard with children whose tastes skew the dinner 
and snack menus. From left: Donohue’s daughters Aurora, 7, Isis, 5, and his wife, Sarah Schenck. 

(Richard Perry/The New York Times) 
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They sit there, five little pasta 
shells, nestled in a shallow bath 
of melted butter and Parme¬ 
san: the remains of dinner for 
my toddler son and daughter. 
I cannot help myself. I reach 
over, grab the pink plastic 
bowl and scoop a bite into my 
mouth. At that moment, I real¬ 
ize something has gone terribly 
wrong. 

A decade ago, my choles¬ 
terol hit two-alarm levels, and 
several doctors encouraged 
me to adopt a healthier diet. 
I purged the salami and hot 
dogs from the fridge and 
learned to love egg whites 
and low-fat cheese. Still, my 
cholesterol edged up. I redou¬ 
bled my discipline. 

But now there are two small 
people whose tastes skew the 
dinner and snack menus: but¬ 
tery cheese and fatty salami, 
pasta, salty hot dogs, French 
fries, Goldfish crackers. None 
are daily staples, but they are 
hardly strangers. 

It’s in the middle of shoving the 
rest of the pasta shells into my 
mouth that I realize how far 
I’ve backslid. I play garbage 
pail at dinner (proudly, hate 
to waste that extra bite), and 
when I’m making a good-night 
snack for one of my kids, I usu¬ 
ally make one more for myself. 
A few days ago, I considered 
eating a piece of mozzarella 
my daughter had dropped. 
Onto the pavement. At the 
zoo. 

Sure, a lot of guys can gain 
weight once they’re married, 
and then when their wives are 
pregnant (no woman should 
drink a milkshake alone). But 
I discovered there is scant re¬ 
search about what happens 
to parental diets and weight 
when children come on the 
scene, though one nearly 
decade-old Duke University 
study found that a father’s risk 
of obesity rises 4 percent with 
each child (and a mother’s 


rises 7 percent). 

Truls Ostbye, a professor of 
family medicine at Duke who 
led the research, said the rise 
in men’s weight was more sur¬ 
prising; women have hormonal 
changes. But the study didn’t 
reach conclusions about the 
reasons for the phenomenon. 
He said he could only specu¬ 
late why fathers gain weight: 
time for exercise drops, more 
snacks around the house, less 
time to prepare food. 

“It’s insidious,” he said. 

Then again, on a positive note, 
he said that our nutrition chal¬ 
lenges could result from shar¬ 
ing more family meals. 

“There’s something kind of 
nice,” he said, “eating as a so¬ 
cial function.” 

But there is certainly more go¬ 
ing on, I thought. As I hunted 
for answers, I reached out to 
dads who blog about food 
and cooking, and nutrition ex¬ 
perts. They offered some sug¬ 
gestions for getting my diet 
back on track, and shared 
some theories about why fa¬ 
therhood can lead to dietary 
backsliding. “It fits me to a T,” 
moaned Mike Vrobel, father of 
three in Copley, Ohio, and the 
author of DadCooksDinner, a 
blog chronicling his nightly ef¬ 
forts cooking things like T-bone 
steak with olive oil, garlic and 
rosemary marinade; foil-pouch 
green beans; and footlong hot 
dogs. 

And he makes carbs, lots and 
lots of carbs. Not that he likes it 
that way, but his three children 
love them, especially his old¬ 
est, Ben, 11. 

“He’s a very picky eater across 
a bunch of cultures,” said Vro¬ 
bel, 44. “Tortillas with nothing 
on it, white rice with nothing 
on it, bread with nothing on it.” 
Not long after Ben was born, 
Vrobel, who is 6 feet 3 inches, 
dropped to 180 pounds from 
a high of 260 after rigid power¬ 
dieting, portion control, death 
to carbs. 

Then “my weight started to drift 


back up,” he said. “I’m now at 
225, or 230. Maybe 235.” 

When a crime is committed, 
prosecutors theorize about 
motive and opportunity. As 
Vrobel and I talked, we real¬ 
ized the “opportunity” that 
had emerged to change our 
diet: Our refrigerators and din¬ 
ner tables had begun to bend 
to the palates of our children. 
As to motive, why lick the pasta 
bowl clean? We agreed that 
we both felt a desire to not 
leave uneaten food, to be the 
garbage pail. Any of us might 
do it as we clear the table, but 
I find it an oddly manly feeling, 
like drinking that last shot to 
prove something. Maybe it’s 
something inherited. 

“My dad’s favorite move was 
to say, ‘Are you done with 
that?’ while he was already 
spearing it with a fork,” Vrobel 
said. “That’s my job, and I do 
enjoy it. Portion control was so 
much easier before kids.” 
Anthony Fabricatore, 37, the 
senior director of research for 
Nutrisystem and a former obe¬ 
sity researcher at the University 
of Pennsylvania, says that por¬ 
tion control is key. But he con¬ 
fessed that he’s had trouble 
exercising it since the birth of 
his sons, now 6 and 2. His cho¬ 
lesterol has been rising to bor¬ 
derline numbers. 

He finds himself polishing off his 
son’s whole-milk yogurt before 
having his own breakfast, and 
at night digs into the box of 
ginger snaps. He isn’t sure why 
he does it. 

“I’m a psychologist and some¬ 
what of an obesity expert,” 
he said. “This should be easier 
for me. It’s not strictly rational. 
There’s a lot of biology and a 
lot of emotion.” 


The same patterns can be true, 
of course, for moms. But Fabri¬ 
catore said that dads would 
often tell themselves that they 
could exercise and burn off 
the extra calories. Apparently, 
doing knee bends at the zoo 
to pick up my daughter’s dis¬ 
carded mozzarella doesn’t 
count. 

So what to do? Here are a 
handful of solutions from fa¬ 
ther-bloggers and nutrition ex¬ 
perts. 

THE LADLE-FREE DINNER TABLE 

Want to avoid being the mop- 
up guy at dinner? 

“Portion the food out on the 
stove, before you start eating,” 
Fabricatore said. “Add a little 
distance and effort to get a 
second helping.” 

And try portioning the food 
in the fridge, like cutting the 
block of Cheddar into small 
containers. That’s the advice 
of Rena Wing, professor of psy¬ 
chiatric behavior at the Alp- 
ert Medical School at Brown 
University, where she studies 
weight loss tactics. Her point: 
When portions are big, our 
appetites can follow. “Do the 
prepackaging for yourself,” 
she said. 

REALITY CHECK FOR 

RATIONALIZATIONS 

Wing said people make up all 
kinds of excuses to keep eat¬ 
ing. And she laughed know¬ 
ingly when I talked about the 
idea that I, and other dads I 
talked to, feel as if we don’t 
want to waste food. 

“Your eating food is not help¬ 
ing anyone else who is starv¬ 
ing,” she pointed out. 

But, I countered, there’s also 
a job to be done, in the same 


way some college guys rise to 
the challenge of downing the 
last beer. 

“Being the big man on cam¬ 
pus is one thing, being the gar¬ 
bage pail doesn’t seem quite 
as positive,” she said, adding 
that I should do some “cogni¬ 
tive restructuring.” A little hu¬ 
mor might help, too. “To the 
extent that someone is feeling 
good because they’re still in a 
college mentality, you could 
poke fun at it,” she said. 

Is it just me, or is she challeng¬ 
ing me to a hot-dog eating 
contest? 

DIVIDE AND CONQUER 

John Donohue, 43, who ed¬ 
ited “Man With a Pan,” a book 
about fathers who cook family 
dinners, offers a way to please 
children without having to get 
the waistline of his pants let 
out: He makes a single meal 
that everyone can customize. 
For instance, he might roast a 
chicken with thyme, red pep¬ 
pers, onion, garlic and red 
potatoes. Then he divides the 
meal into different serving 
plates: chicken on one, pota¬ 
toes on another and a salad. 
Donohue’s two daughters, 
ages 5 and 7, can choose 
what they want with their 
chicken, and he can mix to his 
own specs. 

“I can have more salad, and 
they can have more pota¬ 
toes,” said Donohue, whose 
blog is Stay at Stove Dad. He 
uses the same strategy when 
making, say, a big salad so 
the girls can pick the things 
they like and he can mix all the 
vegetables together to make 
something filling. “It keeps the 
healthy option on the table,” 
he said.Q 



John Donohue, right, a food writer, plates peppers and onions 
separately as his daughter, Isis, watches, at their home in New 
York, Aug. 9,2012. For dads, adopting a healthy diet can be hard 
with children whose tastes skew the dinner and snack menus. 
(Richard Perry/The New York Times) 





















